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The chief surpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
rd, and others connected with aviation. 
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RANDOLPH FIELD 


As if the Genii of the mythical days of the Calivhs of the ancient City of 
Baghdad has performed one of his miracles, a beautiful little city has sprung up 
ina omoaratively brief space of time on a stretch of level prairie country on 
which not ~Sp- ‘Longs ago Texas farmer ers | labored earnestly with sundry agricultural 
i; ae emehts in order to gain a livelihood from cotton 

and corn crops. These varticu- 


SES RES SSE lar farm lands .are no 
3 ri nig: itil yr more. An entirely 


nee different class of 
Eo ORB! BI EN A laboring men had been 
a A = working on this soil 

a — ee for the »ast two 

‘ ' years, using such 
tools or implements 
as steam shovels, 
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cranes, concrete mixers, steam rollers, etc., with the result that the fruits of 
their efforts constitute what will Lereafter be know as the Mecca of — 
flyers. 

A tall beautiful structure, in Sxanish isission style of architecture, sery. 
ing as the Adninistration Building; modern airolane hangars; large, roomy and Up 
to-date barracks for Flying Cadets and enlisted men, mess halls, machine shong, 
renair shops, and other technica? b-ildings; paved roads and walks, and an ex- 
pansive smooth end level flying field greet the eye as cne leaves San Antonio, 
Texas, and rides for about haif an hour on the road towards Seguin. 

This new city is devoted to a s»ecial surpose - the training ot young Ameri. 
can manhood in the art and science of military aviation. Known far and wide by 
such names as "The Flying City," the "West Point of the Air" or the "Army Aero. 
nautical Academy," its proper nae is Randolph Field. It is the site of the Air 
Corps Training Center and the howe of the Air Cor»s Primary Flying School. 

Situated at Randoloh Fieid is also the School of Aviation Medicine, or 
"Flight Surgeons! School," as it is sometimes }mown. 

The property occupied by Randol»h Field is about 2400 acres in extent. It 
was acquired by the citizens of San Antonio and donated to the War De dartment 
when the site of a new field -es being investigated. ‘The field was named in 
memory of Captain William li. Rendoloh, Air Corys, U.S. Army, a native Texan, who, 
while Adjutant of Kelly Field, was killed in an airplane crash at Gorman, Texas, 
on February 17, 1928. 

November 2, 1931, marks the bezinning of flying training at this School, 
when the first class of 200 students bezin their ground school studies and flying 
practice there. Primary flying training was »reviously carried on at Brooks 
Field, San Antonio, Texas, and March Field, Riverside, Calif., but the school 
organization and equipment at these two schools was moved to the one larger, cen 
tral establishment. Brooks Field is now occupied by the l2th Observation Group 
and March Field by the 17th Pursuit Grou». Advanced Flying training is still 
carried on at Kelly Field, on the other side of San Antonio from Randolph Field. 

The head of the Army's flying treinins system is Brigadier-General Charles 
H. Danforth, Assistant Chief of the Air Corps, who will make his headquarters at 
Randolph and from there direct the training »olicies of the Air Corns. The Con 
manding Officer of Randoloh Field is Major Frederick L. Martin, who previously 
commanded Kelly Field. The Constructing Qartermester who was res onsible for 
building overatious at the new "city" is Cantain dete W. Parker, Quartermaster 
_ Corps. Major venjemin B. Warriner, Medical Corns, is Commandant of the School 

of Aviation Medicine. 

While the total area of the post is almost four square miles, only one~fourth 
of this space is occunied by buildings. ‘The wilding area of 600 acres is in the 
center of this reservation, wiile around it on four sides is the landing field 
area. Two opposite sides can alvays be used for flying training at the same tim, 
according to the direction of the wind. Across one side only is the entrance roel 
to the post. 

Another innovation in flying fields is the absence of obstructing towers, 
masts and the like, which not only form an actual hazard to even ex erienced fly- 
ers but an acute mental hazard to the fledgling vilot intent on keeping his nose 
on the horizon and his wings reasonably level. ‘The single tower is that of the 
Headquarters and Administration building, devicted on the preceding page, which 
contains the water tank of the post's water sunply and the office and laboratory 
of the meteorological section of the ficld's weather bureau. An elevator operates 
inside the tower, while crowning the tower is the revolving beacon which guides 
the night flying pilot. 

In front of the tower the words "RANDOLPH FIELD" ,visible from the ground or 
air, introduces the field to the flyer or growndling who might have been unaware 
of its identify. The center of the hubd of the mwilding area is the Officers! 
Mess. There are nine hangars each on two sides of the field, a total of 18 han- 
gars for the 275 ee opin which will be on the field, also two. large airplane 
assenuly hangars and large shop and repair hangars, All hangars bordering the 
field have their roofs painted a startling black and chrome yellow checkerboard 
pattern. 

The architecture of the other buildings is the Snanish Mission type, and the 
construction is of stucco over hollow building tile, with red and vari-colored 
tile roofs. Some quarters are bungalows, otherstiw~<storied buildings. Around 
the tuildings and quarters are ~lanted native shrubs and trees. There are close 
to 500 hangars, quarters, barracks, shops and other accessory buildings. ‘The 

-351- V-6195, A.C. 









































ery-~ 
1 un- 
ns, 
x~ 

0, 


merj- 
by 

ro~ 
Air 


lt 


who, 
Xas, 


9 
‘Lying 


Cen 
Ou) 


eld. 
“les 
sat 
Com- 
sly 
‘or 
aster 
01 


fourth 
in the 
21d 

> tin, 
ce road 


rs, 
d fly- 
nose 
the 
hich 
atory 
perates 
ides 


nd or 
aware 
rs! 


ane 
the 
oard 


nd the 
red 


close 
ne 
0. 





quarters.for personnel consist of - _ 


21. Field Officers! quarters 
155 Married company officers! quarters 

& Bachelor officers! buildings, each having ~yrovision for 40 officers, 

ey total 80 bachelor ofvicers. 
63 Marvied nomcommissioned officers' wuildings - two-family hous es - with 
7 total accommodation for 136 noncommissioned officers. 

2 Bachelor noncommissioned officers’ buildings, each accomodating 25 non- 
commissioned officers of the grade of Master, Technical or Staff Ser- 
geant, or a total of 59 noncoumissioned bachelor noncommissioned 
officers. 

Comany officers' quarters have a living room, cining room, kitchen, three 
bedrooms, two baths, and a maid's room. Flriag Cadet barracks follow the custom 
at West Point and have tro cedets to a room. 

The total sost yopulation wiil be 1700 military nersonnel - officers, stu- 
dents and enlisted men, and about 5,500 when one includes civilian employees and 


‘members of officers and noncomnissionéed officers' families. For their amusement 


there is a theatre in the Administration Building having a seating capacity of 
1,000. This theatre is equipped for sound movies, instruction lectures, lays, 
etc., and has also a :.ipe organ which a patriotic society had donated during the 
war to another army post, and vhich was moved to Randolph Field when the war- 
time centonment was abandoned. Athletic fields are on the nost for those in 

good health, and the last word in military hos»itels for those who need hospital- 
ization, 

About 810, 000,000. has been srent on mildings and in ground iumorovement. 
The aeronautical equipment to be used on this field (planes, shop equipment, 
machinery and tools) will amount to about 35,500,000. ‘The shop equipment cost 
$70,000;. fire-fighting equiyment, $15,000; lew movers and grass-cutting machin- 
ery, ranging from hend movers to the nower-Griven ones used on the flying field, 
$10,000. Several miles of serden hose will be neoded to wet down the lawns about 
mildings and quarters. ‘The concessionaire at the vost restaurant has spent 
$8,000 on fitting up his dining rocm. The roads avout the post are concrete, 
paved aprons being installed around the hangars where the airplane engines are 
warmed wp. . Being sown to Bermuda grass, that »lague of most flying fields, dust, 
is fortunately absent from Rendolwh Field. 

The airnlanes used in training at the field are the Primary and the Basic 
Training types. ‘These will be refueled from sunken fneling pits, automatically 
operated. 

Organizations at Randolyh Field (or soon to be moved there) are - 

Headquarters Sqvadron, Air Corps Primary Flying School. 
46th School Squadron. 
47th School Sovadvron 
52nd School Sqvadron | 
55rd School Squadroa. 
67th Service Scuadron 
20th Photo Section 

The last outfit to be moved into Randolph Field will be the Headquarters, 
Air Corps Training Center, to be organized at Kelly Field, end then moved to its 
permanent home on February 15, 1932. 

Aside from the training of. Army Medical officers in the duties of Flight 
Surg eons at the School of Aviation Medicine, the main orvose of Randolph Field 
is to train pilots for the Army Air Coros. Students are selected from several 
sources, the majority of them being Flying Cadets ax ,ointed from civil life or 
from the enlisted men of the Army, the letter receiving priority in apoointment. 
They are either college graduates, or have.to their credot at least two years of 
college work, In lieu of the required scholastic iequirements, candidates for 
appointment as Flying Cadet must nass a rigid mental examination. ‘They must be 
Citizens of the United States, unmarried, and of age not below 20 nor above 27, 
The mental requirements are high because Flying Cadets are not trained to be 
pilots along, but also to be officers of the Army in general and the Air Corps in 
particular. 

' A Flying Cadet is paid, $75.00 er month during his training year and given 


his uniforms free and a mess allowance of $1.00 ver day. He wears a distinctive 


slate-blue uniform. Moncommissioued officers of the higher grades who qualify 
for flying training retain their noncommissioned rating and salary while they 
are undergoing flying training. 
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In the Fall of each year, the »revious June class of West Point graduates 
sends a goodly number of young secoud lieutencnts,who prefer a military career 
in the Air Corps, to the Primary Flying School. Uvon graduating from the Mili- 
tary Academy, these young officers are commissioned in branches of the Army 
other than the Air Corps. They can only be detailed to the Air Corps in order 
to fulfill their -desire for flying training, but must pass the rigid »hysical 
examination in order to be eligible for such training. This physical examina~- 
tionmst -be passed by all candidates anolying for flying training. A small 
number of older officers of other branches of the Army also elect to take this 
training. “A 

During the period of flying training, should a student fail in the flying 
course or in his ground studies, he is returned to his original branch of the 
service if a student officer; to his noucommissioned rating if a noncommissioned 
student, cr to civil life if a Flying Cadet. ; 

The duration of the course at the Primary School (Randolph Field) is eight 
months. An additional course of four months' training is taken at the Advanced 
Flying School at Kelly Field, making the total flying training period one year, 
The flying course at Randolwh Yield covers over 150 hours of flying, of which 
at least 60 hours are svent in training tyge and 99 hours in service type air- 
planes. In the training type planes, the student is taught straight flying, 
climbs, climbing turns, gentle turns, eights, spirals, chandelles, glides, taxy- 
ing, teke-offs and landings, forced landings, stalls, spins, side-slips, rolls, 
half rolls, vertical renversements,180-degree and 360-degree turns for landings, 


' cross-wind take-offs and landings, accuracy, cross-country flying, formation fly- | 


ing, uight flying and blind flying. On service type airplanes, the same maneuv- 
ers listed above ave also carried cut, but to a greater extent. 

The ground subjects are Theory of Flight, Aerial Gunnery, Airplane Rigging, 
Engine Repairing and Trouble Shooting, Meteorology, Radio and Aerial Navigation, 
Flying Cadets with no previous military experience are also taught the basic 


military subjects, such as Military Law, Military Fygiene, Customs of the Service, | 


and Drills. 


The policy governing the elimination of inapt students is so rigidly follor- 
ed that very few of those students who undergithe primary flying course are elin- | 


inated after they succeed in graduating from the Primary Flying School and are 
transferred to the Advanced Flying School. Upon graduation from the latter 
school, students are given their "Wiigs." The student officers are permanently 
commissioned in the Air Corps andthe Flying Cadets and noncommissioned officers 
are commissioned cnd Licutenanis in the Air Corps Reserve and placed on extenled 
active duty. Arter a tour of duty with a tactical squadron, some of the former 
students at Rencolph Field will retuzn there and, after a course of instruction 
in the Instructors! School, will guide young fledglings in the ways of correct 
flying. 

~-~000--= 


LIXUT. ADAMS LOSES LIFE IN AIRPLANE ACCIDENT 


News of the death of Lieut. Jemes B. Adams, as the result of an airplane 
crash at Maxwell Field, Ala., on October 5th last, was received with genuine re- 
gret in Air Corps circles. Lieut. Adams was an extremely popular officer, pos- 
sessing a pleasing personality which won for him meny friends. Time and again he 
received praise from his superior officers for the inteiligent performance of his 
Cuties, his loyalty, initiative, energy. skill, etc. He was considered an excel- 
lent pilot as well as observer, aud was one of the Air Corns vioneers in radio. 

Lieat, Adams was born at Hackensack, N.J., Nov. el, '5%’. After finishing . 
high school, he was engaged in railroad wor. During the World War-te é 
in the Aviation Section, Sigzel Corps, receiving ground school instruction at 
Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y., end his flying tratuing at Gerstner Field, leke 
Charles, La. He was commissioned a 2nd:Lievtenant on May 6, 1918. 

_ During his carcer as an Air Coros officr, Lieut. Adams. served at various 
flying fields and stations, his longest periods of duty being spent in the 
Hawaiian Department and with the 2nd Bombardment Group at Lengley Field, Va. ze 
was detailed to duty as student at the Air Corps Tactical School, Maxwell Field, 
_Ala., for the 1931-32 couse and, while flying with Private Fred Applewhite, of 
Bolton, Miss., struck a high tension wire near the field, causing the plane to 
crash and catch fire, Both ocmpants of the »lane were instantly killed. 

Funeral services for Lieut. Adams were held on October 10th at the Arlingto2 
‘National Cemetery. His untimely death deprived the military service of an exper 
tional officer. His many friends mourn his passing for, as the saying goes, He 
was one of the boys." - 

The News Letter sends its sincere condolence to his bereaved family. 
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MATHER FIELD BOYS AVERAGE HIGH IN SHOOTING 
is much elated over : 

Mather Field .. at Ene the scores achieved by the pilots of its two 
combat squadrons in the gunnery season just comoleted. The 55th Pursuit is »ar- 
ticularly proud of the fact thet six of its pilots made scores of 1000 or better. 
Three members of the 77th broke into the same select company. — : 

The final scores made by pilots on the record course follows: 


od5th Squadron 77th Squadron 








Pilot Score Pilot Score 
Lt. Kroeger Expert 1089... Major Tinker Marksman 531 
Coutlee .. 1078 Cant. Clark Expert 941 
Stainback 6 1024 Lit. Hopkins . 1033 
Berger 4 1013. Phillips " 1033 
Hunter 4 1009: Wittkop 8 1011 
Harris "3000 Losey " 985 
Carter s 980 Rasimsen ° 943 
Wasser " 939 Shtoyer | i" 943 
Williams, M.C. . 936 Eoumiester home * 981 
Crumrine ° 904 Whatley " 956 
Roth ae 902 Reed , 915 
Rodieck " 874 Williams, L.M. ’ 886 
Morrill # 866 Saville . 885 
Britton | " 845 Mechem ° 876 
Ellison " 84.0 Doubleday . 856 
Kruse . 835 Kelsey . 853 
Kingham ° 869 Kreft _ §Sharpshooter 694 
Staff Sgt. Dorsett —Sharpshooter 780 Richards son 619 
Lt. McCarty " 707 


Average 920.5 Average 835.2 
A suitable wind-up for the season was a week of actual firing upon airplane 

targets, using for the purmose the last of the station's veteran DH-4's which 

were condemned some months ago and preserved for just such use. Each run of this 
phase was made from a different type of attaclz, using both 30 and 50 calibre guns, 
for the benefit of the tactical training of the silots, and much of value was 
learned from the weeix's work. 

---000-~-- 


HIGH SCORES IN FLEXIELE GUNNERY 


The flexitle gunnery season of the 88th Observation Smadron terminated 
September 29th, with the entire Squadron qualifying as "Expert." "Due to an 
error in the previous contribution to the News Letter," says the Post Field 
Correspondent, "we were credited with qualifying $14 of the Squadron on fixed 
guns, but we actually qualified 100%. ‘hirtecn were 'Mxperts,! eight were 
'Sharpshooters! and one cuclified as 'iMercsuan' cut of twenty-two pilots." 


The scores mace on flexible guns were as follows: 


end Lieut. D.T. Mitchell... . « 1221 Cant. R.E. O'Neill : 2: ae 
@nd Lieut. C.H. Miller... .°: . 1132 Ist Ideut. W.S. Hamlin .. . 903 
end Lieut. D.M. Kesler. ..:. . . 1088 lst Lieut. G.EB. Rice ... . 873 
end Lieut. L.E. Hunt... .... 1069 enc Lieut. H.B. Fleming . . . 839 
Ist Lieut. W.L. Ritchie .... . 1015 end Lieut. C.T. McKitnie . . 838 


end Lieut. FA. Creech. .... . 1044... 2nd Bieut. C.S. Tidwell . . . 743 
end Lieut. C. Stroh ...... . 1015. 


Captain Neal Creighton and the men of the lst Balloon Company at Post Field 
are utilizing an empty building for a shooting gallery. Both rifles and vistols 
re. voing used to shoot at stationary and moving tavgsts. ‘There are chairs and 
a. in the tailding for the convenience of the syectators, and as Cantain. 
Telghton is only charging enough to clear expenses, it will no doubt prove to. 
- & wonderful recreetion hall for the officers end men during the winter 

aths. It should also greatly increase the number of "Experts" on ‘the vost. 
---000—-— 


A flight of 9 nlanes from Selfridge Field, Mich., conducted a tactical 


f : , 
ei Over Pershing High School in Detroit on Se tember 23rd on the occasion of 
© dedication ceremonies of this new school. 
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THE ANNUAL MACHINE GUN AND BOMBING MATCHES 


Contestants arrived at Langley Field, Va., on August 27th from various 
Air Corps stations within the continental limits of the United States and algo 
from Panama to participate in the Annual Machine Gun and Bombing Matches. 

Contestants and High Altitude Bombing Teams were composed of the follon- 
ing Ai? Corps officers: ; 

Third Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Texas: Captain Virgil Hine, end Lieuts, 
Truman S. handon, Carl E, Rechnazel (Res.), Ralyh J. Gibbons (Res.), Robert X, 
Taylor and Maurice M. Beach (Res.). 

lith Bombardment Squadron, Rockwell Field, Calif.: 2nd Lieuts. Howard G, 
Bunker, James A. Ronin, D.D. Graves. 

lst Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich.: 2nd Lieuts. Robert C. Merrill, 
Curtis E. LeMay, Jesse Auton and Monty Tennes (Res.). 

20th Pursuit Group, Mether Field, Calif.: end Lieuts. L. H. Phillips and 
Robert P. Harris, Jr., Air Corps Reserve. 

6th Composite Group, France Field, Panama Canal Zone: lst Lieuts. James 
M. Bevans, Reuben E, Biggs, Richard E. Nugent, end Lieuts: Domaid W. Buckman, 
and Chas. 4. Harrington; also 2nd Lieut. John W. Sessums, Flight Ing. Office. 

Ith Observation Group, Mitchel Field, N.¥.: 2nd Lieuts. C.G. Goodrich, 
R.J. Dyer and George F. Kehoe, Air Corns, and 2nd Lieuts. Frank T. Bostrom, 
Francis X. Kelly and Christy Mathewson, Jr., Air Corps Reserve. 

isth Observation Scuadron, Scott Field, Tl1l.: lst Lieut. Frederick A. 
Johnson, 2nd Lieut. Irving R. Selby. 

1L2th Observation Squadron, Fort Sam Houston, Texas: 1st Lieut. Josevh 
H. Hicks, end Lisut. Mugene H. Rice. 

Yist Observation Squadron, Crissy Field, Calif.: 1st Lieut. Edwin B. 
Bobzien, 2nd Lieut. John K, Poole. 

end Bombardment Group, Lang.ey Field, Va.: 1st Lieut. Robert T. Cronau, 
end Lieuts. Merrill D. Burnside, Richard P. O'Keefe, Laurence S. Kuter, 
Maurice C. Bisson, Clifton D. Wright (Res.). 2nd Lieut. Ralph 0. Brownfield, 
Flight A, 16th Obs. Souadron. 

The Matches were held during the period September 1 to September 6, 1931, 
inclusive. The weather was excevntionally favorable during the entire period 
and it is worthy of mention to note that the lowest score made in high alti- 
tude bombing this year was hicher then the highest score for the same event 
last year, this being a cormendable improvement. However, the scores in the 
Machine Gun Matches were not a »xerceptible immrovement over those attained 
last year, the latter averaging about the same. Also, for the first time 
during a Machine Gun and Bombing Match, raCio was successfully used in trans- 
mitting messages between the ranse on Plum Tree Point and Match Headquarters 
on the field. 

The Staff Officers for the itches are immediately shown, with the duties 
performed vreceding their respective names: Executive Officer, Captain Eugene 
L. Eubank; Adjutant, 2nd Lieut. Thomas R. Lynch; Statistical Officer, Captain 
Lawrence A. Lawson; Ordnance Officer, Cant. Willis R. Slaughter, Ordnance De- 
partment; Orerations Officer, ist Lieut. James M. Gillespie; Supply Officer, 
lst Lieut. William J. Hanlon; Enzineering Officer, lst Lieut. Milo McCune; 
Armament Officer, lst Lieut. Lionel E. Dunlan; Range Officer, lst Lieut. 
Robert T. Cronau; Communications Cfficer, 2nd Lieut. Gy B. Henderson; Officer 
in Charge Bombing Range, 2nd Lieut. Merrill D. Burnside; Officer in Charge 
Machine Gun Range, 2nd Lieut. G.S. Bond, Reserve. 

Due credit should be given the above staff for the efficiency in vhich 
their duties were performed, for only through their cooperation and coordina- 
tion could the matches have been run off with such »recision and success in 
the short period of time in which they were completed. 

The following are the winning teams, first, second and third positions 
ia order in the various matches: 
































MATCH I. 
PURSUIT PILOTS! MATCH Score 


and, taent. Dy Ds Qaeee ica bie eS we we ee RBG 
end Lieut. Charles A. Harrington .......... 755.5 
ee ee ee 
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. MATCH IT. 
ATTACK AND OBSERVATION PILOTS! MATCH 


















Score 
‘end Lieut. Irving R. Selby . . 671.8 
end Lieut. Francis X. Kelly ... 670.5 
2nd Lieut. Ralph 0. Brownfield . ' 640. 
MATCH III. 
; OEBSERVERS' MATCH 
end Lieut. John K. Poole... 657.5 
end Lieut. M. M. Beach. ..... 640. 
lst Lieut. Jrodk.A. Johnson ...... 622.5 
MATCH IV. 
BOMBARDMENT MATCH 
end Lieut. Merrill D. Burnside ..... iehidhers Aen ee ow eeee 1894 
lst Lieut. Robert T. Cronau (Pilot) 
end Lieut. Lawrence §. Kuter 1867 
end Lieut. Richard P. O'Keefe (Pilot) ~ °° °° 
end Lieut. Clifton D. Wright 1847 
end Lieut. Maurice C. Bisson (Pilot) “" "°°" "CTC CS 
end Lieut. Donald W. Buckman 1847 


1st Lieut. Richard E. Nugent (Pilot) ° 


Only one accident marred the entire matches, this being the crash of a 
Pel2 plane piloted by 2nd Lieut. Robert P. Harris, Jr., member of a competing 
team from Mather Field, Calif. The shiv crashed on Sent. 2, 1931, off Plum 
tree Island, Lieut. Harris receiving series injuries as a result of the crash 
and being taken to the Fortress Monroe Hospital where, as this is written, he 
is rapidly recovering. 

---000--- 


OPENING OF TRAINING SEASON AT ROCKWELL FIELD 


September Srd saw the opening of the training season at Rockwell Field, and 
for the next few months more air>lanes than usual will dot San Diego sities. Plans 
at this date call for a »rogram of bombing and machine gun practice, much more 
stremous then usual, with no lull in sight until after the 1932 Maneuvers. In 
the llth Pombardment Squadron, 15 officers are talking the bombing course as »re- 
scribed in T.R. 440-40, and bombs are drowoed at the rate of 120 a day from alti- 
tudes-of 5000 and 6000 feet. Every bomber carries radio and maintains contact 
vith "F-9", the Group ground station, at all times. Shortage of radio personnel 
has necessitated the training of Crew Chiefs as radio overators, and this move 
has met with considerable success so far. A remote control station has been in- 
stalled next to the office of Mejor Spatz, the Group Commander, and Group opera- 
tors are on constant duty at this station during flying hours to guard frequen- 
cies of bombing and yursuit planes. Re»vlies are all made on one frequency from 
the ground station. : 

----000--— 


TWO-PLACE GLIDER B&ING CONSTRUCTED AT HAWAIIAN DEPOT 


A interesting piece of work now in vrogress in the machine shop and its sub- 
departments, Hawaiian Air Devot, is the building of a two-nlace glider by Lieuts. 
Stanley, Thompson and Boyd, of Iuke Field. When Licut. Crain and his confreres | 
from Wheeler Field broke the world's unofficial record for sustained flight a \ 
few months ago, they said that at the location from which they were flying, the 


length of time a glider could stay aloft was limited only by the endurance of | 
the nilot. It is the writer's "big idea" that when Lieut. Stanley and his | | 
brother officers comlete their gravity-conjurer and take-off, the timers had f 


better be there equimved with calendars as well as stop watches, as there is no i 
telling when they are liable to come dom. ‘The construction of this glider 
Which, by the way, was designed, as well as being built by these officers, is 

Well under way at the present time, and it is exvected that it will be completed 


in the very near future. e 
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NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER COMMENDED FOR INVENTIVE ABILITY 


Staff Sergeant Chester licPheter of the llth Bonbardment Squadron, Rockwell 
Field, Calif., was recently the recipient of a letter of commendation from the 
Chief of the Air Corps in recognition of his valuable work in designing and cén. 
structing a removeable Case Ejection Container for the Browning Flexible Machine 
Gun. In firing this machine gun from the nose of the Curtiss B-2 Pombers, it 
has been found practically impossible to remove emnty cases from the present 
type containers while in flight. Such attempts have resulted in damaged provel- 
lers, torn fuselages and constituted a dangerous hazard to the eyes and face of 
the pilot. In view of the above, only one hundred rounds can be fired from the 
nose of the Bomber per flight, it being necessary to land each time to empty the 
shell container. Staff Sergeant McPheter's improved container can be safely re- 
moved from the gun and emptied on the floor of the plane while in flight. 

The Letter of commendation addressed to Staff Sergeant McPheter by Mejor. 
General James E,. Fechet, Chief of the Air Corps, is as follows; 

"1. Information has recently been brought to my attention that you have de. 
signed and constructed a removable case ejection container for the Browning 
Flexible Machine Gun, which is a decided improvement over the present tyze. I an 
further informed that the Materiel Division is prenaring drawings of a container 
along the general lines of the one designed by you and that this new container 
will be designated as Type A-2. 

2. It is indeed gratifying to me to have such evidence of the attention to 
duty, interest in their work, and the ability of the men of the Air Corps as ex- 
emplified by this instance, and I take pleasure in commending you for your work 
in the development of this case éjection container. ; 

5. A copy of this letter will be pleced on file with your records. 

---000--~ 


NO MITCEDLL TROPHY RACE THIS YEAR 


Unless some means are devised whereby judges may be mounted on stationary 
pylons some seven or eight thousand feet above the earth's surface, the First 
Pursuit Group of the Army Air Corps will not hold the Jonn L. Mitchell Trophy 
Race this year. This Trophy was donated by former Brigadier-General Willian 
Mitchell, in honor of his brother who was killed in action in Frence. e. 

. Except for a small mxaber of low altitude Pursuit airplanes, the stock air- 
plane of the First Pursuit Grouo at Selfridge Field, Mich., is the Boeing Pele, 
which is a high altitude Pursuit tyne. the "Tas" air-cooled engine of these 
‘little single-seaters are equipped with superchargers which pum) air into the 
carburetor, thus maintaining sea level efficiency when flying in the rarified 
atmosphere at high altitudes, where airplane and engine alike are designed for 
flight. In the denser air at sea level, however, the engines mst not be run at 
full speed, as this would impose too great a strain woon them. It is not until 
an altitude of about 7,500 feet is reached that the engines may be run wide 
open with impunity. 

Obviously, no closed course can be run at this altitude and judged accurate- 
ly from the ground, nor could pilots turn corners closely rhen those corners are 
indicated a mile and a half below them. Even if caotive balloons were available - 
which they are not - they could uot be raintained at constant distances from each 
other. 

It is expected that next year a consicerable number of low altitude Pursuit 


airplenes will be on hand at Selfridge Field, these planes being particularly de 


signed for combat work against low flying enemy aircraft, and hence for high per 
formance at sea level, in which event the Mitchell Trovhy Race will be resumed. 

The first contest for the John L. Mitchell Trovhy was held in 1922, and it 
has been en annual event since that time, being a feature of the National Air 
Races with the exception of last year, when the contest was held at Selfridge 
Field, at which time only B6 and P-l types of planes were utilized. Other — 
planes powered with high compression engines were barred, because of the Limita- 
tion on flying them full throttle at sea level. 

---000--- 

“Seven Curtiss Condor Bombers of the llth Squadron, Rockwell Field, and-lé 
Boeing P-l2's rendezvoused over Seal Beach, just south of Long Beach, and proceet 
ed to Long Beach, where they staged a lengthy program of formation drills for the 
benefit of members of the California State American Legion, assembled in conven- 
tion at Long Beach on September lst. 

, : -357= V~6193, AoC 





















































vel] 
the 
cén- 
vine 
it 


opel- 
e of 
the 
y the 
y Te~ 


Or- 
ve de- 


I an 
viner 
ner 


ion to 
S €Xx- 
work 


eir- 
“12, 
Se 
he 
ed 
ror 
un at 
ntil 


urate- 
s are 

lable - 
m each 


reult 
ly de-- 
h per 
mede 
ad-it 
ir 

se 


s 


mita- 


-12 
roceet 
or the 
nven~ 








AN "ALOHA" FLIGHT FOR GENERAL LASSITER 


Qn the occasion of the retirement of Major-General Wm. Lassiter, Seot.15th, 
there was accorded him an "Aloha" flight wherein the entire 18th Commosite Wing 
yarticipated. Shortly after the "St. Mihiel" cleared the harbor, avrproximately 
70 planes escorted the trans ort out to sea and then diyned a farewell "Aloha" 
to the denarting General. "It seems only prover that we say a few words about 
General Lassiter upon his devarture from his last command, the Hawaiian Devart- 
nent," says the News Letter Corres»vondeat. "His staunch and loyal suoport of all 
geronautical activities under his command, both on the mainland and here in 
Havaii, was characteristic of his attitude towards the Air Corps. General 
lassiter leaves behind him an enviable record of service and accomplishment. He 
has the essential qualities and foresight that go into the making of a great 
soldier. He commanded the respect and admiration of all with whom he came in 
contact. The officers and men of the 18th Commosite Wing wish him pros verity 

and contentment in his retirement. 

---000——— 


MITCHEL FIELD OFFICERS PAY HOMAG# TO DISTINGUISHED FLYER 


The list of those present at a recent »vresentation ceremony at Mitchel 
Field, N.Y., was very impressive. Many of the most famous and accomplished end 
lieutenants of the pheiomenal 9th Group stood around discussing the hazardous 
events of the day. Suddenly, a msh fell over the room as their hero entered. 
Always punctual, always smiling, he strode across the room, nodding first to one 
group and then to another. They returned his salutations with awe and just a 
tinge of reverence showed in their faces, for who among the distinguished group 
did not recognize him as their master and teacher? ‘They were all present to do 
homage when the Distinguished Order of the "Flying Dumb-bell" was presented to 
end Lieut. W. R. Calligan, Jr., for his remarkable demonstration of ground fly- 
ing at the Springfield Airport recently. 

A flight of nine »lanes had gone to. Springfield to assist in the opening of 
the Eastern States Exhibition by giving a demonstration of formation flying. 
Lieut. Calligan's ground demonstration which won for him high recognition was 
his "stunt" of taxying his plane into one of the high steel fences. 

---900--- 


HAWAIIAN AIRMEN WELCOME SIAM'S KING AND QUEEN 


The largest aerial event in Havaii for some time took »lace on the occasion 
of the arrival in Honolulu of the Kinz and Queen of Siam, ayoroximately 107 air- 
planes particinating in an "Aloha" flight in their honor. Com»rising this aerial 
armada were 80 airslanes (Hombers and Pursuit lanes) of the 18th Commosite Wing, 
commanded by Lieut.~Col. Gerald C. Hrant, augmented by two Nevy air squadrons, 
consisting of 24 planes. Behind the order issued for the largest "Aloha" flight 
ever made in Hawaii lies a story of an unex»xected military courtesy extended by 
the rulers of Siam in 1924. It will be remenibered that the Army Air Corps was 
the first to make an around-the-world flight. It was led by Cantain Lowell H. 
Smith who was formerly stationed in Hawaii. Sneaking of their arrival in Siam 
in the book, "The First World Flight," Ca>.tain Smith tells of their surorise in 
seeing a squadron of planes of the Royal Air Force of Siem flying toward them in 
formation. ‘The planes were flying above Caotain Smith's flight and dipped in 
Salute as they roared overhead. Neither Cartain Smith nor the other members of 
his flight were even aware that Siem had aa Air Corps. This "Aloha" flight of 
the 18th Composite Wing, therefore, had a double significance, in that it served 
a8 @ return courtesy. ~ 


——= 000-—— 


_. Five planes, fully equipped for observation missions, recently left Crissy 
Field, Calif., for Fort Lewis, Wash., to participate in a four-day war. The 
Squadron spent the first morning checking radio equirment, getting acquainted 
ys the terrain over which it was to —: and in general preparing itself 
ee to be the most use to the ground forces during the field maneuvers to come. 
ands were assigned each force and a great many successful radio, dropped message 

Teconnaissance missions were carried out for both the Red and Blue forces. 
missin eree Castner, the Division Commander, was extremely interested in the 
geez performed by the Air Corps, and at the critiques he com limented the 

on its cooperation with the ground forces during the maneuver. 
-358~: - Ye6193, A.C. 
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AIR CORPS EELPS AT ORDNANCE DEMONSTRATION 





Toe 13th Annuzl Meeting of the Army Ordnance Association took place on 
Thursday, October 8th, at Aberdcea Proving Grownd, Md. wefore a crowd of severg) 
thousand soectators, the Ordnance Dersartment of the Army demonstrated throughout 
the day the latest Gevelopments in its materiel and the use thereof. Small Ams, 
Artillery and its Ammmnition, Ballistic Henge, Automotive Equipment, Seacoast an 
tillery, dey aud night flying of Anti-Aircreft materiel, anda Pyrotechnics were 
demonstrated for the edification of an interested public, in addition to the mos} 
interesting - from an aviation entimsiest's point of view - demonstrations of 
Attack aviation, acrobatic flying and dog-fichting, anti-aircraft bombing, heavy 
aerial bombardment, smoke screens, target towing for enti-aircraft, exhi bitions 
of various types of commercial and military aircraft and a tandem parachute jum, 

Phillivs Field at the Proving Ground was crowded with the eirplanes of vis- 
iting Army flyers, with a goodly mimber of Navy and civilian flyers in acdition, 
The Air Corps first mut in its official a»searance at 10:45 a.m., when two Obser- 
vation planes sinmlated an aerial reconnaissance of enemy territory >rior to the 
advance of armored cars and the mechanized ground forces. Later, at 1:50 ->.m., 
the main Air Corns »ortion of the »rozram began. Under the command of Captain 
Lotha A. Smith, three A-35 Attack laues from the Third Attack Group, Fort Crockds, 
Galveston, Texas, staged a demonstration of cround-straffing tactics, the target 
being cardboard silhouettes »laced in a field. In order not to carry a load of 
bombs above the snectators' heads, they reversed the usual »rocedure in such tac 
tics and first released their load of fragmentation bombs; then, after a wide and 
low turn, came across the targets from another »oint and straffed them with all 
four pilot-operated guns of cach vane. 

, The Attack demonstration was followed by one of aerial acrobatics by two 
Bolling Field pilots, Lieuts. Stanley U. Umstead in a Curtiss Pel, and Robt XK, 
Giovannoli in a Boeing P-lé, who »erformed a thrilling series of rolls, loons, 
syins and inverted flying. ‘Then followed the most interesting phase of the avia- 
tion section of the demonstration, when one wlane, taking the art of a ~sursuit 
plane hovering above and out of gun fire range of a lower enemy plane (sinmlated 
by a fabric sleeve target in tow of another low-flying plane) released three 
bombs directed against the lower flying "enemy." These vere 50-oound vractice 
bombs loaded with black powder charges and @quipped* with time fuses which were 
set to exolode after a time interval which would allow a fall of 1,000 feet. ‘this 
was, in effect, a demonstration of a safe and cautious, yet readily effective, 
attecx on formations of enemy airvlanes which would be defended by the guns wield 
ed by the aerial sunners in their crev. ‘he three bombs, dro med in a salvo, 
burst all about the towed target. 

The tow-target »lane was operated by Lieut. McCaffery, of Aoerdeen, and the 
pilot-—bomber of the other »lane was Sergeant Smink, also of Aberdeen Proving 
Ground. Meanwhile, six Bombers - Meystone B-3's, 4's and D-5ts, of the 49th 
Squadron at Langley Field, Va., and under the commend of Lieut. Kuter, had taken 
off from Thillips Field and were bucking a stiff wind, climbing for altitude on 
the way to the bombing range. At the first rass over the range, the two leading 
planes each released a 2,000-nound bomb, the bombs ex loding with a thunp and a 
roar. At the second nass, each of the four other nlanes drow ed two 600 younders 
in salvo. a ¥ 

the next demonstration was that of smoke screen laying by a 3-olane formation 
led by Lieut. Reuben C. Hood, A.C., from Edgewood Arsenal, the other two pilots 
being from the Third Attack Groun. These three »vlanes laid their smoke screens of 
titaniun-tetrachloride across the range and denarted. s the crowd of spectators 
left the Main Front for the shuttle trains that were to take them to the Seacoast 
and Anti-Aircraft Range, the smolxe drifted in among them and effectively demon- 
strated how thick and persistent such a smoke screen could be. ’ 

At the Anti-Aircraft Renge, one of the two Mitchel Field o-1E's, piloted by 
Lieut. Cork, towed a target back and forth across the range, while the battery of 
3-inch anti-aircraft guns barked at it and spattered the sky with white clouds 4 
the shots burst, the last one tearing the end out of the fabric sleeve. ‘the pilot 
‘then came lower and the .30 calibre anti-aircraft machine guns hammered at it, the 
tracer bullets showing the trajectory of the fire directcd against the sleeve 
target. A bit later, when the crowd had departed for the flying field and had 
looked over the set-up of bombs and bomb racks there, an interesting demonstratio 


of the.Pitcairn-Cierva autogiro was staged by a representative of the commercial 
(Continued on page 368 
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5.00 LNG. THE SURVICE AUTOMATIC PISTOL 
By Lieut. J.L. Hitchings, Air Corps 
(The 12th article of this series). 


The principles and application of position, and breathing 
when shooting the service automatic are identically those 
already given for shooting the target pistol. 

The basic principles of grip and trigger squeeze also 
remain unchanged, but their application is mich simpler. 
Let us take the grip first. There is no doubdt as to how 
high a grip you can get; you simly slide your palm up as high as it will go. 
The best way of getting the grip is in four distinct steps, as follows: 

1. SET THE AUTOMATIC PISTOL IN THE FORK OF YOUR HAND, KEEPING THE PALM 
EXACTLY VERTICAL IN SUCH MANNER THAT TEE BARREL IS EXACTLY IN LINE WITH YOUR 
ARM, SLIDING THE PALM AS HIGH ON THE GRIP AS POSSIBLE. ‘The »osition of the 
palm on the stock will not feel natural; it will feel as though the pistol will 
surely slide out of your palm; and you will have a strong tendency to bend your 
hand to the left at the wrist and slide the palm around to the right stock. 
Resist that impulse! 

2. WRAP THE LOWER FINGERS LOOSELY AROUND THE STOCK, EXERTING JUST ENOUGH 
PRESSURE INWARD WITH THE FINGER TIPS TO KEEP THE PISTOL FROM SLIPPING OUT OF 
THE PALM. Note that any backward oressure of the lower fingers, causea by 
wrapping them too tightly arovnd the stocks, will tend to force the pistol out 
of the palm, and will thus defeat tie only purpose which the lower fingers 
serve. 

_ & CARRYING THE THUMB HIGH AND IN LINE WITH THE BARREL, GET A FIRM PINCH 
GRIP BETWEEN THE THUMB AID THE TRIGGER FINGER. ‘his steadies the gun for de- 
flection; the first step causes it to rest naturally on the second finger ,which 
supports it and steadies it for elevation. 

4, TAKE UP THE SLACK, PRESSING STRAIGHT TO THE REAR ON THE TRIGGER. This 
rule is included as a step in getting the grip for a good reason. Failure to 
take up the slack is one of the most common faclts in shooting the automatic; 
and its importance in getting good scores cannot be overestimated. Whenever a 
man makes. better scores on rapid fire than on slow, you know he is slip ping up 
on this point. 

THE TRIGGER SQUEEZE WITH ANY AUTOMATIC PISTOL MUST BE EXACTLY TO THE REAR. 
Pressure to the left causes the shot to go to the left; hooking the trigger to 
the right, or excessive pressure on the thumb, causes the shot to go to the 
right. Pressure down on the trigger pulls the shot dow. A slight up pressure, 
however, is not harmful, and may be used to correct jerking. Increasing the 
pressure on the trigger increases the »ressure of the palm, which does no harm 
so long as the increase in palm ;»ressure follows the increase in trigger pres- 








sure. But as with the target pistol, throwing the palm into the trigger 


squeeze results in wild shots, high and to the right. The trigger squeeze mst 
be as smooth and even as the bowing of a violin. 

The principles of sighting are identical with those previously given. ‘the 
sights on most service automatics, however, require an aiming point one ring 
below the black at 15 yards, and two rings below it at 25 yards, on the "L" 
target. The sequence of firing a shot follows that given for a target pistol 
with the modifications noted above, and with the further change that Army Regu- 
lations prescribe the position of raise pistol as the standard position of rest; 
and the pistol should therefore be brought back to it instead of to the duel- 
ing position of ready, between shots. 

It appears from the above discussion that the automatic is easier to shoot 
than the target pistol. That is true; it is easier to shoot with moderate accu- 
racy; but it is impossible to make target pistol scores, slow fire, with an 
sutomatic,when firing on the exacting standard American target. That this is 
due to the very principles of construction which make it easy to use became ap- 
parent when the Smith and Wesson Co. designed their Straight Line .22 single 
shot target pistol. ‘They built it along the lines of an automatic pistol, giv- 
ing it the straight-wrist grip and the straight trigger pull of an automatic. 
the pistol proved a failure, and is not in general use by good shots. 


It may be thought that shooting the more difficult target pistol is not ne~ 
cessary or valuable- practice for.securing proficiency with the automatic. This 
is not the case, however, Only by shooting the target pistol, a process in 
Which every fault becomes magnified, do you get the fundamental principles of 
Pistol shooting ground into you, ard Jearn to understand them. 
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With a record-breaking 
average speed of 340.08 
miles an hour over a clogeg 
circuit, achieved by Fligh, 
Lieut. J.N. Bootnman of the 
British Royal Air Force, the 
last Schneider 











ed into history, for 
it marked the thin 

= 5 consecutive time 
that Great Britain won this speed classic for seaplanes. The Schneider Trophy 
has now come into the permanent vossession of the Royal Aero Club of the United 
Kingdom. The withdrawal from the contest of Italy and France naturally robbed 
it of a good deal of its interest, since the competitive aspect was removed. 
Great Britain, therefore, had the field all to herself. A contributor to the 
British aeronautical publication FLIGHT, far from regretting the fact that the 
Schneider contest will be no more, makes the following comment: 

"The purpose for which M. Jacques Schneider gave the Trophy in the first 
place was to encourage research in, and the betterment of, high-speed aircraft, 
That purpose has been fulfilled in a manner which msi be beyond M. Schneider's 
Wildest creams, for this, the eleventh contest, has raised the speed at vhich 
the course has been flow from 45.75 m.p.h. in 1913 to 340.08 m.p.h. in 1931, 
To him, therefore, we owe a debt of gratitude, inasmuch as he has given us the 
incentive throuch which our knowledge of aeronautical science has enabled us to 
claim the supremacy we now have. To Lacy Houston we owe an even greater debt, 
for it is her munificence which has made possible the finel winning and ultimate 
retention of the Schneider Trophy by Great Britain. Had she not come forward 
with her maznificent offer, it is possitle that we should not have been able to 
put a team of aircraft in the field, with the result that Italy would have most 
likely won the Trophy through our default, and thus kept the contest alive for 
a further indefinite period. Whether or not this would have been a desirable 
thing is very debatable, but the general consensus of opinion is undoubtedly 
that the cost of preparations for proper participation in the contest was becom 
ing so large that even governments thought more than the proverbial twice before 
committing themselves to the exrxense. It seems, therefore, that for everybody 
the best ends have been served by the present turn of Fate. As it is now, all 
designers will be free to devote themselves to the develowment of their own air 
craft and engines along their om lines, without the hampering feeling that they 
must conform toa definite set of rules in orderto gain a certain definite object." 

It is stated that following Crert Britain's victory in the Schneider con- 
test of 1929, announcenent was made that the British Goverment would not sup- 
nort the building of new machines to defend the Trowhy, nor would service »ilots 
be made available to fly any new machines that might be »roduced. Sometime sub- 
sequent to this announcement, Lady Houston came forward with a magnificent offer 
of £100,000 towards the expease of building new machines and engines and, in 
view of this very svorting and patriotic action, the government decided to 
sanction service varticipation. 

Two new machines were built for the 1931 contest by the Supermarine Aviation 
Works, and were identified as §. 1595 and $.1696. One of the two machines built 
expressly for the 1929 Schneider contest, the Supermarine Rolls-Royce S6A,N.248, 
was available for the 1931 event. Its sister ship, the S6A, N. 247, in which . 
Flying Officer Waghorn won the 1929 Trophy with an average speed of 325,63 miles 
per hour, was wrecked during a »ractice flight a short time ago, resulting in 
the death of Lieut. G.L. Brinton, R.N. 

The British Schneider Team was composed of Squadron Leader A.H. Orlebar 
(Cantain of Team), Flight-Lieuts. F.L. Long, J.1. Boothman, G.H. Stainforth and 
Flying Officer L.S. Snaith. Flicht-Lieut. Boothman was chosen to fly around the 
Schneider course. FLIGHT made the following editorial comment in this regard: 

"We understand that orders were given to the selected pilot, first, to 
make sure of winning the contest by completing the course; secondly, to beat, if 
possible, the records for the course and for the 100-kilometers; and, thirdly, 
so long as those objects were achieved, to run no risks vhatever. It seems that 
his speed was restricted by his water temperature, but it is possible that one 
of the other machines might have been able to make a higher speed. We cannot 
help supposing that if a foreign machine had also been flying the course our men, 
-361- V-6193, A.C. 
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or men, would have banked closer round the »ylons. In fact, we do not accept 
the speed which was returned as the best which we could have accomplished: if we 
had had any definite reason to trz to do better. - 

It a2pears that FLIGHT was correct. in its asswmtion that the new sea»lanes 
pilt for the 1931 Schneider contest were capable of makinz a better speed 
record, for Flight-Lieut. Stainforth, flying a S~kilometer straightaway course 
shortly following Lieut. Boothman's tacit averaged a sneed of 379.05 miles per 
hour - over six miles a minute! 

Flight-Lieut. Boothman's speed over the Schneider course, seven laps of 50 
kilometers each, total 350 kilometers, or 217.48 land miles (188.86 sea miles) 
was as follows; 

First Lao Second Iep Third Lap Fourth Ia» Fifth Lao Sixth Lan Seventh Lan 

343.1 342.7 . 340. 338.5 339.6 339.4 537.7 
Average for seven laps, 340.08 miles per hour. 

In gaining the distinction of traveling at the fastest rate of sneed ever 
achieved by mortal man, Flight.-Lieut. Stainforth, on the 3-kilometer straight- 
away course, piloted the S.63, S. 1596, powered with the racing Rolls-Royce 
engine. Under the rules he vas alloved to dive from a height of 1,300 feet, 
and had to fly the course at a height of not less than 50 meters (164 feet). 
Stainforth made five runs, two with the wind and three against it. One of his 
runs against the wind was not figured in the average. His dives were obviously 
made so as to obtain the very utmost speed when entering the course and, with 
this end in view, he ~swlled out so slowly that it was im>ossible to say when he 
started to do so. ‘The smoothness with which he decreased his altitude from some 
1200 feet to about 150 feet was >~henomenal to watch. 

Above him there was the official "Atlas," carrying the sealed barograph and 
an observer, This machine flew at the prescribed height of 400 meters and wit- 
nessed the fact that Stainforth did not start his dive above them. This was an 
innovation, for it was found that the acceleration of the S6B was far too great 
to allow a barogravh to function satisfactorily when carried in it. 

Accurate timing, with sveed records constantly mounting, has become corres- 
pondingly more difficult, and it may be of interest to quote from an article in 
FLIGHT giving a description of the timing ayaratus: 

"The timing anparatus is of the »hotosrazhic type, and now that these have 
been develoned, it is possible to issue fully authenticated fisures, namely, 
379.05 meh. (610.01 k.o.h.). The figure: first published for Flight-Lient. 
Stainforth's record flight was 385.1 m.o.h. This has since been found to be an 
error, This first figure was found by ston-watch timing and, when a machine is 
traveling in the region of 390 m.».h., an error of even only three-fifths of a 
second will make a difference of some 15 m..h., and the most expert timekeevers 
are seldom proof azainst an error of this size. The corrected figures were ob- 
tained by means of the photographic method, therein two cinema cameras are used. 
These cameras not only record the massage of the aircraft at either end of the 
course by a contimous series of »hotographs, but also record the time at which 
each exposure is mace in terms of vibrations of a tuning fork, which is in elec- 
trical connection with counters in both cameras. Even this method will shortly 
be inadequate, but for speeds uw» to avout 400 m.a.h. there cannot be an error 
greater than one-twentieth of a second." 

In four runs over the 3-kilometer course, Vlight-Lievt. Stainforth piloted 
his craft at the hem  aprapeg First Run, 373.85 m.p.h.; Second Run, 388.67 
mph.; Bhird Run, 369.87 m.-3.h.3; Fourth Run, 3583.81 m.o.h.; average, 379.05 
M.peh. This speed record emceeded by 23.25 m.o.h. the one established by Squad- 
Ton leader Orlebar in 1929, A few days following the Schneider contest in that 
year, he covered the 3-kilometer course, twice in each direction, at an average 
speed of 555.8 m.n.h. Not satisfied that this record was the best the Super- 
marine Rolls-Royce 8.6 was cngetie of making, he made another attempt over the 
straight-line course sometime later, and succeeded in raising his average speed 
to 357.7 moh. It was ‘yredicted that this record would be eclipsed by one of 
the 1931 Supermarine Rolls-Royce S.6B machines after the Schneider Contest and, 





in‘the light of subsequent events, it ayears that this »rediction was verified. 


It was rumored that a svecial enzine would be sut in the shin »iloted by 
Hight-Lievt. Stainforth and that a further attempt would be made to boost the 
straizhtaway S-kilometer speed record. ‘This attempt was made on Sentember 29th 
at Calshot and, according to an Associated Press disvatch, Flight-Licut. 
Stainforth established a new speed record of 408.8 miles an hour. Following a 
Molonged examination and comparison of the judges' checks, the speeds for the. 
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four successive laos were given as follows: 415.2, 405.1, 409.5 and 405.4 miles 
per hour. 

Truly remarkable strides have been made in aircraft performance since the 
first Schacvider Trovhy contest in 1913. In that year the winner of the trovhy 
averaged a speed of 45.75 miles per hour. Ina span of 18 years this speed 
record multiplied itself seven-fold. More remarkable still is the »rogress 
which has been made since the Schneider Trophy Race in 1925, when Lieut. James 
H. Doolittle (now a Major in the Air Corps Reserve) the winning pilot, averaged 
232.57 miles ner hour, At that time this syeed rewrd was considered a remark 
able achievement. In a period of but six years, aircraft speed performance was 
increased to the extent of 108 miles per hour. 

And now that, through the genius of aeronautical engineers, a plane with a 
power plant has been designed which demonstrated that it can travel at the un 
precedented speed of 408.8 miles an hour, or 6-4/5 miles per minute, it is in- 
teresting to indulge in a little fanciful figuring for the benefit of the man 
who is in a hurry to get to places. At that rate of speed, one could make the 
journey of 225 miles from Washington to New York in about 35 minutes. One 
could take off from New York after luncheon, say one o'clock, for a journey 
across the American continent involving some 2500 miles, ‘and find himself in 
San Francisco shortly after seven o'clock, Eastern Standard Time, or four 
o'clock Pacific Time, He would be faced with the inconvenience of a belated 
dinner. If he were sportingly inclined and desirous of witnessing a big foot- 
ball game on the Pacific Coast, the New Yorker could take off several hours 
earlier, say ten o'clock, and arrive at the Golden Gate City in time to see the 
opening play. 

It would be interesting to Imow what syeed could be attained by the seaplane 
viloted by Flight~Lieut. Stainforth if it were converted into a land plane with 
the added feature of a retractable landing gear. 

In the light of the many outstanding flying achievements during 1931, one 
wonders what aviation holds in store for us in the future. 
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SCOTT FIELD AIRMEN ATTEND AIRPORT DEDICATION AT INDIANAPOLIS 


Fourteen planes from Scott Field, Belleville, I11., were flow to Indianauis, 
Ind., in connection with the dedication exercises at the new Municipal Airvort in 
that city on Sentember 26th and 27th. ‘The 15th Observation Souedron sent a form 
tion of 12 planes, headed by Ca ntain Wolcott P. Hayes, while two free lance planes 
carried Major John P. Duccrorth, Flight Surgeon, and a photographer. It was the 
first formation flying for the Scvadron since the annual maneuvers in the Snoring, 
and the performance during the flisht and at the dedication exercises were very 
pleasing. Returning pilots were very free in their »raise of the new airvort, 
~--00Co--= 


ERRANDS OF MERCY BY ARMY PLANES DURING THE BELIZE DISASTER 


The Belize, British Honduras, tidal Gisaster was brought close to home on 
September 16th, when what was at first thought to be an Army Sikorsky crashed in 
flames at David, Republic of Panama. Two O-19sand a Somber left France Field, 
Panama Canal Zone, immediately for the scene, and shortly after their devarture 
it was learned that the ill-fated shin was a Naval Sikorsky loaded with 600 pounts 
of bandages and medical supolies for thé stricken Honduras section. 

The trip, some 300 air miles, was made in three hours by the Army »lanes, 
carrying a doctor and medical sunzlies. ‘the Naval authorities were nrofuse in 
their commendations for the speed and efficiency in which the Army ships were 
dispatched to the scene of the crash. 

The Naval plane, carrying a pilot, Lieut. C.K. Langford, and a crew of three, 
crashed shortly after taking off from the Pan-American Airways Field at David. 
The pilot, co-pilot and mechanic were killed, and the radio operator was fatally 
injured, dying a short time later. XA Naval Board of Investigation found te caus 
of the cras’. to be "Undetermined." 













---000——~ 


Group Captain L.J. Fiennes, Air Attache to the British Embassy, and Squadro 
Leader A. Ferrier, of the Royal Canadian Air Force, recently visited Selfridge 
Field, Mich., and expressed themselves as being very much interested in the man- 


euvers and formations as demonstrated by the First Pursuit Group. 
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ABRIAL SURVEY OF PAN-AMERICAN BICGHWAY ROUTE 


the A flight of two 0-19C airplanes, flom by lst Lieut. A:Y. Smith and 2nd 
hy Lieut. J.W. McCoy, Air Corps, with Staff Sergeant H.L. Hackwith, vhotogranher, 
1 and Staff Set. J.J. Leachey, mechanic, left France Field recently for San Jose, 
Costa Rica. This flight was for the purpose of yhotogranhing the proposed route 
meg of the Pan-American Highway from the northern boundary of Panama to the vooundary 
aged of Nicaragua near lake Nicaragua. The original plans called for a Kd mosaic of 
ari. a strip 10 miles wide, but due to the cost, over one-half of the area through 
Tas the less difficult part of the country was eliminated and later plans were made 
to cover the eliminated sections with a single strin of either K3 or Te pic- 
tha tures, de»ending on how well defined the route was. 
un On arriving in San Jose, the flight renorted to Mr. D. Tucker Brown, the 
in- Bureau of Roads Engineer, who was in charge of the survey and who had traveled 
an over the route on foot and horseback. He was most anxious to obtain photographs 
the of the movntainous sections, so work was started along the continental divide 


south of San Jose. Due to the prevalence of cumulus clouds after the ground had 
become heated by the sun, it was necessary to take all photographs as early in 


n the morning as possible. That, together with the impossibility of predicting 
the weather, made it necessary for the »ersonnel to go out to the flying field 

d. at five c*clock each morning. This enabled the photographic vlane to be over 

‘ot- the desired area at 15,000 feet altitude by 6:45, by which time it was light 

, enough to start taking pictures, except where the mountain shadows were very 

the heavy. It was seldom possible to do any vhotographic work after 9:00 a.m., due 


to the formation of low clovds. 
Between July i6th and August 17th, several successful flights were made, 





anlan 
ce during which time between eight and nine rolls of film were exvosed. ‘The work 
was then suspended until the next dry season and the flight returned to France 
one Field. ‘The areas nhotographed extended from Esparta to San Ramon, and from the 
San Jose Valley between San Jose and Cartago, along the continental divide to 
the Parrita River and thence along the west slope of the divide to the El General 
Valley. 
The 12th Photo Section is now laying the mosaics of the above areas and 
making extra prints vhich will be used with a stereoscope in checking the route 
angpdis of the highway. Last January, a mosaic was made of the northern section of the 
ort in Panama Division of the highway and,as soon as the weather is more favorable, an 
“fone effort will be made to join it with the Costa Rican Section. 
planes ago 
s the 
sing, DEAT! OF LIEUTENANT CLEMENTS y 
very 
rt. The fatal accident on September 23rd, which resulted in the death of end 
Lieut., William B. Clements, Air Corns Reserve, was a source of great sorrow to 
his many Sriends in the First Pursuit Group. Iieut. Clements was a member of 
the flight which was on detached service at Holling Field, cooperating with anti- 
aircraft searchlichts. He was ferrying an airplane to Middletowm, Pa., on the 
on afternoon of September 23rd, when he crashed ai Diczerson, Me. 
od in , Lieut. Clements graduated from the Air Corns Advanced Flying School at Kelly 
14, Field, Texas, June 25, 1950, and was un extended active duty with the First 
Miia Pursuit Growp at Selfridge Field since that time. He was a »romising and person- 
pounts fa. young officer, and his loss to the service by his untimely death is severely 
38, —--000-—— 
ms : Lieut.-General Gustav Dreszer, Polish Army; his aide-de-camp, Lieut.-Col. 
ladislas Ryschadek; and the Polish Consul for Detroit, Mr. Jan Lech Byszewski, 
bets visited Selfridge Field Sent. dOth, and were entertained by Mejor George H.Brett, 
a. ine Officer o= the field, They were then shown about the post by Major 
‘ally ‘ ett and entertained by a deuonstration given by a flight of the 94th Pursuit 
annie qadron. This flight, led by Lieut. Harry A. Johnson, demonstrated tactical 
position and maneuvers, which proved very interesting to General Dreszer. 
(On the following morning a composite squadron of 18 planes conducted their 
om morning training in the vicinity of the Detroit Yacht Club on Belle Isle, where 
a, General Dreszer and his party were to be at that time. The flying included tac- 
ge tical formation disposition and maneuvers as vudertaken by a complete squadron. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


CHANGES OF STATION: To Roclwell Ficld, Calif.; Major Thomas DeW. Milling, 
Instr., Colo. Natl. Guard, Denver, for duty at Rockwell Air Depot; lst Lt.Carlyle 
H. Ridenour, Wright Field, for duty as renresentative of Ins»xection Division, 
0.C.A.C., in Rockwell Air Devot Control Area. 

To Merch Field, Calif.; 2nd Lt. Forrest L. Neville, Brooks Ficld; Texas, 

to. Crissy Field, Calif.; 2nd Lt. Donald %. Titus from Hawaiian Department, 

To Bolling Field, D.C.; @nd It. Elvin F. Maughan from Fort Sill, Okla. 

To Fort Brags, N.C.: lst Lieut. Sheldon 3B. Edwards from Brooks Field. 

To Aberdeen Proving Ground, Mc.: Ist Lt. Leslie A. Skinner, from Phili-- 
vines. Detailed to the Ordnance Department. | 

To Randolyh Field, Texas; Major Laurence F. Stone from Duncan Field; lst lt. 
Benjamin T. Starkey and 2nd Lt. Ralph P. Swofford, Jr., from Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field. 

To Maxwell Field, Ala.;: 1st Lt. Wendell 3. McCoy from Hawaiian Dept.; Ist 
Lt. Sigmund F. Landers from Erooks Field 

To Technical School, Chamite Field, Ill.; 1st Lt. James W. Spry, Chanute 
Field, for duty as student, Maintenance Imgineering Course. 

To Panama Canal Dept.: 2nd Lt. Neal E. Ausman, from Adwanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas. 

To Brooks Field, Texas: 2nd Lt.Carl A. Brandt from Adv. Flying School. 22, 

To Wright Field, Ohio; lst Lt. Wm. J. Henion, Langley Field, effective 3-1é-, 

fo Tangley Field, Va.: lst Lt. George F. Schulgen. Previous orders revoked, 

ORDERS REVOKED: Assignment of 2nd Lt. David R. Gibbs, Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, to Mather Field; assignment lst Lt. James G. Pratt, Langley Field, 
to Panama. 

RELIEVED FROM DETAIL TO THE AIR CORPS: Major Oscar W. Griswold to the 24th 
Infantry, Fort Benning, Ge.; 2nd Lt. Charles E. Beauchamp to 2nd Inf., Fort Wayne, 
Mich.; 2nd Lt. Morton E. Towner to Inf., 2ud Division, Fort Sam Houston, Texas; 
end Lt. Thomas Kent to 2nd Division with station at Fort Francis EH. Warrem Wyo.; 
end Lt. Lee B. Washbourne to 13th Mngineers, Fort Humphries, Va. 

DETAILED TO THE AIR CORPS, and to Randolph Field, Texas, for flying training: 
end Lieut. Frank Kawalski, Jr. Quartermaster's Devartment. 

PROMOTIONS: Lieut.-Col. Frank P. Lahm to Colonel, rank from October 1, 193]; 
Captain Donald P. Muse to Major, rank from October 1, 1931; 1st Lieut. Benjamin 
B. Cassidy to Captain, rank from Sept. 15, 1931; 1st Lieuts. Charles Y. Banfil, 
Myron R. Wood, Robert T. Cronau, Isaac J. Williams, Clarence E. Shankle, Donald 
L. Bruner, Lloyd C. Blackburn, Audrey B. Ballard, Sammel W. VanMeter to Captain, 
rank from October 1, 1931; 2nd Lt. Turner A. Sims, Jr. to lst Lieut., rank from 
Seot. 1, 1931; 2nd Lt. Alfred H. Johnson to lst Lieut., rank from Oct. 2, 1931. 

RETIREMENTS: lst Lieut. James Flannery, Brooks Field, to proceed to his hom; 
lst Lieut. Mexwell W. Balfour, Mitchel Field, to retired list with rank of Capt., 
October 31, 1931. 
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SELFRIDGE FIELD FLYERS RETURN FROM NATIONAL AIR RACES 


The lst Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., returned to their home sta- 
tion Sept. 7th, after having svent ten days at the National Air Races atCleveland, 
Ohio, between August 29th and Sent. 7th. Major George H. Brett was in command, 
and Major Gerald &, Brower commanded and led the Grow». ‘Two composite squadrons 
of 18 Pl2's each, and lmown resvectively as the Red and Black Squadrons, put on 
a 30-minute tactical demonstration on each day of the Races. 

Tuesday, Sept. 1st, was known as "Army Day," and was marred by one accident. 
Lieut. Thayer S. Olds, of the 36th Pursuit Squadron, was forced to "bail out" 
when his XP-12 plane started to shake to nieces, due to structural failure. Lt. 
Olds landed safely in his parachute in Lake Erie, about fifty feet from the 
shore. The only inconvenience he suffered was a slight wetting. 

On Saturday, Sept. 5th, the Selfridge Field Trio, known as the "Three 
Turtles," and composed of Lieuts, John S. Griffith, H.H. Vanduken and Robert W. 
Burns, put on a 20-minute demonstration of precision flying. All Selfridge 
Field personnel were delighted when Major James H. Doolittle, former army Dilot, 
broke the. ‘ranscontinental record, and were strongly ~ulling for him to win the 
Thompson Trophy Race. os 
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PURSUITERS MAK: PREPARATIONS FOR SEANCH MISSIONS. 





The annual season at Selfricge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., for the search 
for missing boats has finally coumenced. . Ever since the Army flyers have been 
stationed on the shores of Lake st. Clair, the period between September and 
November, at which time the Lake freezes, has, been noted for the amount of calls 
which are made on the flying »ersonnel to search for missing boats. ‘These calls 
are generally one or two a week, They are always cheerfully complied with, al- 
though in most cases, about fifteen minutes after the search flight takes off, 

a phone call will be received in the Operations Office stating that the missing 
boat has been found. The First Pursvit Grows, however, is always glad to co- 
operate in relief missions of this character. 
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FOURTH OBSERVATION SQUADRON SCORES HIGH IN FLYING TIME 


As the month of August came to a close, the 4th Observation Squadron estab- 
lished @ new high flying record cf 269 aircraft noirs, which were flown with an 
average of six shins in commission during the month. ‘he Squadron performed va- 
rious tactical training missions, including several Wing maneuvers and reviews. 
Approximately 105 hours were spent in cooperative missions with the 64th Coast 
Artillery (Anti-Aircraft) and Hawaiian Division, which included day and night 
flying in towing targets for the »ractice of Anti-Aircraft batteries. In mis- 
sions performed for the Hawaiian Division, the plenes were assigned to Observa- 
tion end reconnaissance work, involving the use of signaling devices and radio. 
All cooperative missions were very successful. 
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INACTIVE RESERVES RESUME FLYING TRAINING AT SELFRIDGE FIZLD 


The Air Coros Reserve Unit near Detroit, the 107th Observation Squadron, 
resumed their weekly training at Selfridge Field, Mich., on Sentember 13th. Per- 
manent personnel of the post are very »rouc. of this organization, due to the 
fact that every Sunday and Wedne 
permitting, they renort to the field for flying training. This orgenization num- 
bers among its personnel sore very exvert nilots, men who flew during the War, 
and, although now engaged in other occunations, still desire - at great incon- 
venience to themselves - to retain their flying ability so as to be of service 
to their country in any future emergency. 
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NIGHT FLYING BY CALIFORNIA NATIONAL GUARD ATRMEN 


The new Douglas 0-38 Observation nlanes of the 40th Division Aviation, 
California National Guard, are fully emiinped for night flying. This is the 
first time in the history of the California Natioral Guerd that this Scuadron 
has had five service type nlanes with equipment for night work. The training 
this year requires that each offic2or complete a 10-hour course of flying in- 
struction for nizht reconnaissance. The ccurse includes the following: 

1. Cheels hop, one hour. Includes flying and landing with an instractor 
in at least three ficlds. 

2. Gross-country, solo, 5 hours. Each vilot to follow Denartment of Com- 
merce airway, make a landing in a designated emergency field, and return to home 
Station. 

5. Formation, 2 hours, ¢-shin formation, using flash light signals. 

4. Communication, 2 hours, using radio and pyrotechnics. 

This instruction is carried on under the close swvervision of the operations 
officer, Hach pilot completing the course is fully qualivied to perform night 
missions, which should greatly increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the 
Squadron in event of an emergency. With this now and up-to-date equipment, the 
Squadron will be prenared to send a mission any »vlace, night or day, eauipped 
with a full military load of machine guns, bombs and. radio. 

---000--= 


Rockwell Field sent 7 Bombers and 13 Pursuit planes to Los Angeles on Sept. 
lth, These ships were flomm in drills and maneuvers over Mines Field as the 
- Corps contribution to the "La Fiesta" festival then in full swing at Los 

geles. 
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Fuel Specifications : 
One the important reasons had the recent improvements in the perform. 

ance of military aircraft hes been the increase in engine power permitted by 
the improvement in fuel siaca tt hnlilcicie. American engines built for commercial 

operation are very conservatively rated because of the very poor anti-lnock 
characteristics of some of the aviation fuel available in this country. The 
latter, while constituting only a suall proportion of the fuel generally sup- 


plied, has anti-!mo 
good regular sabenetie fuel. 
anti-knock rating of 87-octane which is 
87 per cent octane and 
anti-knock, and the latter a poor ore, 
in compression ratio and 
power 

It has been stated that the i 
cubic inches rated at 
eut sacrifice of 


Fri g! 


reliability, is 


ck charecteristics which 
The recent Army specifications 


$00 hp for Seeman use, 
Spereseing * 


to those of 
cell for an 
of a mixture of 


are even inferior 


the equivalent rating 


3 per cent heptane -~ the former being a very good 
This has permitted 
superchareing oress 
without sacrifice in poleauitaty a couvvercial types 
; Job ai irecooled radial 


a distinct increase 
in :inuch improved 
of engines. 

engine of 975 
be rated at 400 hp, with- 
super- 


ure, resulting 


may 
the compression ratio and 


charger speed and using fuel of suitable knock rating. In the recent 
Cleve anc Air Races several exsu fren: of this engine and the Pratt-“hitney 
"Wasp Junior" engine of 985 cubic inches were in use which were stated to 
aie elop over 500 hp at increased revolutions. 

The Army also specifies a maximum vapor pressure for service fuel in 
order to eliminate "vapor lock." This effect is manifested in fuel lines 
which are subject to reduced pressures due to the lifting of fucl from a 
tank into a fucl pump, end is caused by the fuel vaporizing in the line, 


thus 
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The Kellet K-2 Autogiro 





A Kellet Ke2 Autogiro, 
radial air-cooled engine has een at 
inspection and performance testing. 


The Boeing XB-901 
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AMERICAN COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS 


the World's Distance Record 

3y flying from New York to Istanbul, Tvrkey, a distance of 5,000 miles,in 
49 hours, Mr. John Polando and Mr. Russel Boardman set a new world's distance 
record, veating the former record of 4912 miles set by MM. Ciste abd Bellonte. 
they flew a Bellanca airplane with a 500-hp Wright engine. Their flight was a 
masterpiece of careful »vlanning and navigation, and is a great credit to their 
plane and engine. It is quite noteworthy that this was a oractically standard 
commercial airjlene and engine, and a radial air-cooled engine of only 500 h.p. 
at that, whereas the French record was made with a svecial airplane with a 600 
hep. water-cooled engine. 

The Sikorsky S-40 Amohibian 

The world's lerzest amphibian airplane was flown recently by the Sikorsky 
Company. It weighs 34,000 nounds, has a svan of 115 feet, a useful load of 
12,000 pounds, and a speed of 130 m.>.h. It is nowered by four 375 h.». Pratt- 
Whitney "Hornet" engines. It has a carrying capacity for 40 persons. 

The National Air Races 

There were numerous developments of technical interest shown at the races 
this year. Mojor Doolittle'w vinning of the Bendix Trovhy end breaking of the 
transcontinental record was noteworthy. He averaged 250 i.v.h. from Santa Monica, 
Calif., to New Yor’:, and then hopped back to Cleveland, rather convincingly de- 
monstrating the reliability of his hichespeed airplane and engine. ‘he plane 
vas a Laird "Solution" biplane, with thin, wire-braced wings, fitted with a 500 
hep. "Wasn Junior" direct-drive engine. He fitted a geared engine for the 
Thompson Trophy race, but failed to cormmiete the course. 

The fastest time of the races vas made by Mr. Lowell Beyles in a Gee~Bee 
sportster with a Wasy Junior engine, which averaged 267 m.v.h. on the straight- 
away for a new American record. ‘this is a low-wing monoplane with thin wire-brac- 
ed wings. It won the Thompson race at 256 m.o.h. Another noteworthy accommlish- 
ment was the speed of 167 m..h. made by John Livingston in a Monocoupe with a 
Warner ensine of 110 nominal h.»n. This is a truly remarkable achievement for a 
two-seat cabin airplane with a radial air-coolea engine of this: size. 

Amongst the members of the Internationel Team, the Polish PZIL-5 pursuit 
airplane was of particular interest. This is a gull-ving, strut-braced mono- 
plane, very carefully streamlined, of all-metal construction. It has a Bristol~ 
Jupites engine, of british make, of about 450 he». It hes a very good high 
speed, and demonstrated its maneuverability very convincingly. 

Note: Forcign Aviation Develowments will aysear in the next issue. 


---000--- 








Ordnance manufactures oi these machines, this including the usual hair-~ 
lemonstration -Yraising vertical descent laadings which are quite the ordinary 
at Aberdeen thing for the autogiro. . 

(From Page 359) The climax of the flying show came when four »varachute 


. jumoers talten aloft in a Ford Transvort, piloted by Cant. Eugene 
Rubank of Longley Field, leaned ont of the ship and made synthetic cateroillars 
of themselves, ‘These aerial dnre-devils were Privates M. Kump, H.J. 0'Domell 
end B.D. Dunlen of Langley Field, and W.a. Milligan of Phillips Field. All of 
then landed sefely. : 

After the flying exhibitions, the snectators were given an omortunity to 
iuspect the many types of aircraft which. visiting pilots had brought in to the 
field, Major H.C. Minton, Ordnance Devartment, made the announcenents of events 
over the wublic address system. . 

Air Corps pilots participatin: in the various events were as follows: 

From Edewood Arsenal; Lieut. Reuben C. Hood. 

Fron Bolling Field: Licuts Stanley M. Umstead and Robt.K. Giovannoli. 

From Mitchell Field: Lieuts. R. 0. Cork and Frautis X. Kelly (Reserve). 

froin Philiips Field: Captain Chas.:B. DeShields, Lieut. H.F. McCaffery and 
Sergeant Smink, . ; 

From Fort Crockett: Cantain Lotha A. Smith, Lieuts. Wm. C. Mills, K.R. 
‘rosher, L.J, Fairoanks (Res.) and E.V. Rotnett (Res). Licuts. ¥ills and Crosher 

















Were the smoke screen pilots. 


From Langley Field: ‘Captain Engene Eubank, Lieuts. L.S. Kuter, R.P. O'Keefe, 
and Roland 0.$. Are, Air Coros, Lieut. Wm. D. Harrison, Air Corzs, and Lieuts. 
iW. Regan, ED. Shannon, C.C. Foxworth, F.A. Wil us, $.S. Tatum, T.L. Taylor, 
RP. Doolittle and R.C. Hughes, Air Cor.s Reserve. 
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The Lansley Pieyq-football squad opened its 

19351 schedule at Williaasburg, Va., on Sept. 19th, 

holding Villiam and Mary to a 6 to 6 tie. One 

week: later, Campbell College lost to the local 
squad by a score of 20 to 0. The press accounts 
of vaese gases follow: 

Langley Field Aviators held John Kellison!, 
William and Mary Indians, the team that tied Harvary 
last season 13 - 15, to a 6 = 6 tie here today ing 
hard fought battle. During the first quarter 
William and Mary Varsity had a slight edge. Langley 
Ficld staged a comeback and outplayed the Indians 
for the baiance of the game. 

Midway the first quarter, Heppy Halligan, star 
Indian end, rushed in to block a Langley punt on his 
own 40-yard line and recovered the ball to race 
across the line for the first score. Red Maxey 
missed the placement kick by inches. Wil:iam and Mary's 
aerial atizccs foncvioned twice lete’'in the first quarter to 
leave the ball on Lengley's 20-yard line at the whistle, 
During the second cuartsr the Aviators, under the guidance 
of Quarterback Smith, begen rieping in around and through 
the Indian line to hold them at a standstill. 

Langley Field ovened the third period with a bang and 
within three mimtes of play had pusned a tcuchdown across 
by virtue of a b ocked pant, Jegnunctte's lightning recovery 
end a iQ-yerd dash. fhe Aviators also mis ssed their try fur 
an extra pcint. The very next play, Halligan's punt was 
again blocked across their gozl line. ‘The bail was recovered by Maxey and 
Langley had missed another score by inches. 

After an exchange of vunts and return by Cornwall to the 7-yard line and 
caught from behind by Mey, Langley lacked the punch to put it over. Again an 
intercented pass by Smith carie within a few yards of scoring. 

Quarterbaci Smith  vlared en cttstanding game for Langley and figured large 
ly in nearly every play. ‘The Langley line handled the heavy Indian front wall 
with ease and broite through often to smear Rea Maxey in his tracks. Halligan's 
work, before leaving the game on account of injuries, stood out for William and 
Mary. The demon l=ey, individual high voint scorer of the South, All-American 
Mention, found little chauce to get going this afternoon, the line breaking 
through reneatedly and throwing Maxoy for losses. He had to satisfy himself 
with several nice gains. 

Line-up - Ien-ov: E53, Kovelski; RT, Holmes; RG, Jeannette; C, Retter; 
LG, Fozze; LT, Fipez; LE, Donn; QB, Kerr; RH, Howard; LE, Worthington;¥B, Collin, 
Willian and Mary: RE, Johnson; RT, Syer; RG, Quirk; C, Ayers; LG, Douglas; 
LT, Meade; LE, Halligan; QB, Tutlhill; RH, Maxey; LE, Lacroix; F.B., Constantine. 








The Campbell College foottall team, which held tangley Field to a 6 - 0 
score last year, failed to create mach of en impression unon the Langley Field 
Aviators on Saturday, Sept. 26th, and vent dorm to cefeat by a score of 20 ~ 0. 
The visitors had a heavy and ivzged team but lacked the experience and siill of 
Captain Usher's flying aggregation. The Avictors were not ovliged to extend 
themselves, sewing up the game in the opening quarter when two touchdoms were 
scored. 

The contest got under wry at 2:20 otclock under torrid weather conditions. 
After several mimtes of »lay, Kerr, on a prettily executed reverse triple pass, 
reced 50 yards to a touchdown. Hetricx foiled to kick the goal. Iater in the 
quarter, Smith, on an end run, tellied Langlsy's second toucniom. Hetrick 
kicked the goal. . There was no scoring in the second and third quarters. 
Langley worked the ball near the end of the third quarter to the 7-yard line, 
but lost it on dows. In the closing quarter and with only two minutes to pley, 
Kerr ran back a kick from midfiold and Worthington carried the ball over from 
the 10-yard line. Hetrick added the extra point, raising the score to 20 for 
Langley Field. 

The visitors played well on the defensive but could do little when they 
had the ball in their possession. 
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NOTES FRO AIR CORPS FIELDS 
-=00)0--- 


Wichols Field, P.I., Aug. dlst: 





Jupiter Pluvius spent the months of June and July in "travel outside the 
department", judging by the feeble output from his minions. When he returned 
on Aug. lst, he bucked his outfit up in no uncertain terms and produced 36 
inches of rain in a weck, Boots and bancas by the right flank! 

Two Amphibians went south on uly 3lst to speed up General Parker's sur- 
vey. They finished their work in avout 3 days, and came home two weeks later 
with long tales about too mich ice and snow to fish, broken anchor ropes, Am- 
phibians on the rocks, all night taxi rides, etc. 

Major John B. Brooks, commanding this station, mede a formal inspection of 


‘all transportation on August 29th, With the big Liberty trucks on the right, 


all 28 vehicles were aligned, sraduated in size down to the passenger cars and 
motorcycles, One hour before the time scheduled for inspection, Sgt. Bert 0. 
Craft, our truckmaster, suffered a fractured collar bone when thrown from his 
motorcycle in an attemot to avoid a civilian automobile. His duties of last 
minute preparations were competently filled by his assistant, Cpl. Harold J. 
Haltcrman of the 2nd Observation Squadron, 

Promptly at 11 o'clock, the Commanding Officer put in his appearance and 
a minute and detailed inspection of eacn vehicle and its operator ensued, Maj. 
Brooks, after completing his 45 minutes inspection, called all the transporta- 
tion personnel together and expressed his satisfaction in results obtained and 
the manifestation of thorough cooperation botween drivers, mechanics and offi- 
cers in charge. 





Hawaiian Air Depot, Iuike Field, T.H., Sept. Sth: 


On Aug. 12th, Maj.-Gen. Wm. Lassiter inspected the Hawaiian Air Depot and 
was well pleased with the operation of all of its activities, The inspection 
was followed by a systematic fire drill, with efficient results. 

On July 30th, Capt. Byron T. Burt and Lieut. F.H. Robey flew to the Island 
of Hawaii in connection with the installation of the new fueling facilities at 
Upolu Point landing field. Work on this project is progressing rapidly, and 
when completed it will be a arent asset to the Air Corps in these islands. 

The Supply Section of the Beveiian Air Depot is still in the process of 
consolidation. Vast improvement has been snown in the warehouse in particular, 
where things now present a systematic appearance, Two A-3 B airplanes were re- 
ceived from the mainland Aug. 35th. 

The Engine Repair Section overhauled a total of seven engines during Aug- 
ust, viz: 6 V-1150 and one R-1750-3. 

The Acro Repair accomplished major overhaul for August on 2 A-3 B and 2 
0-19 B planes. 

During August, the Final Assembly Department comoleted and delivered nine- 
teen’ aixplanes in the following i reacabeela 12 minor overhauls, 2 major 
overhauls, 5 major assemblies of the new Keystone B-5A type Bombers. 

Although the number of engines overhauled for the past month is below the 
average, the Engine Repair Section was _ on "furlough" ,for during tuis period 
this Section spent much time in genere. maintenance and shop maintenance, In 
addition to this, 5000 aircraft spark plugs were overhauled, and a gasoline 
Storage shed was constructed for usc of the Engine Repair Section. 





Fifth Composite Group, Luke Field, T.H.: 

Flying training for the month of August consisted of aerial gunnery, bomb- 
ing, aerial photography, aerial recernaissance, cross-country formation and night 
flying, communications fli gents, aerial navigation, instrument flying, tactical 
exercises and cooperation with other branches of tue service, 

On Aug. 7th, this grouv sent a flight of 12 bombers and 12.0-19's to Wheel- 
er Field for the purpose of participating in an inspection of. aircraft and per- 
sonnel and a Wing Review conducted by the Commanding General, Hawaiian Depart- 
nent,and the Commanding Officer, 18th Composite Wing, 
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On Aug. 2lst, this group consisting. of 9 Bombers and 13 0-19's, participat. 
ed in a Wing Tactical Exercise, led by the Wing Commander, for the purpose of 
securing training in ccordinated action and defense against attack by Pursuit 
aviation. Upon completion of the exercise all planes effected a landing at 
Wheeler Field for a critique by the Ving Commander before returning to Luke 
Field. 

On Ang. lOth, two caterpillars were introduced into our midst when the 
Bomber in which 2nd Lieut. Doneld EB. Meade, Air Res., pilot, and Pvt. James J, 
Koons, 72nd Bombardment Squadron, mechanic, were flying in a formation of four 
Bombers crashed into Opaeula Gulch on the Koolau moumtain range. Aside from 
receiving: minor scratches from the well lmovwm guava bushes, neither Lieut, 
Meade nor. Pvt. Koons suffered any ill effects from their experience. 

2nd Lieut. and Mrs. Fay 0. Dice, A.C., were recent arrivals at this statin 
aboard the U.S.A.T. "Somme", Lieut. Dice was assigned to the 4th Observation 
Squadron, 

lst Lieut. and Mrs. Harold F. Rouse, A.C., departed for the mainland, aboarj 
the U.S.A.T. "Somme", on Auz. 19th. Lieut. Rouse was assigned to duty at March 
Field, Riverside, Calif. R 

During August the 4th Observation Sevadron was busy painting and varnishing 
also decorating ships with the new insignia, the results which can readily be 
seen in the appearance of the 0-19's, | 

The 50th Squadron was kept busy flying tow targot missions for the Coast 
Artillery, for their Anti-aircraft in connection with their firing practice, 

Instrument flying hes taken prominence this month with all pilots trying 
their hands at it. New equipment is being tried out and appears satisfactory 
for this work except for a few minor changes. 

On Aug. 10th one of cur ships was flown on a reconnaissance mission by a 
pilot of another squadron to locate a crashed bomber and was landed in a plowed 
field. Due to heavy rains, the field beceme muggy and the plane hit a telophone 
pole on the take-off, crashing the two right wings. The pilot and mechanic 
suffered no injuries but the plane had to be dismantled and brought back to 
Iuke Field by the Repair truck. 

For the secend consecutive year, the 23d Squadron tock the Inter-squadron 
volleyball leagve championship, losing only one contest. Supremacy was shom 
in this sport from the start as the team flashed across the line with such 
scores as 15 to 3, and 15 to 5. The squad was made up of the folloving, ‘tho 
are all stellar players: Lieut. Pryce, Sgt. Vickery, Cpls. Cox and Johnson, Pvts, 
lst Cl. Lasswell and Finklestein and Pvts. Searcy, Romoska ond Xing. 





























L8th Pursuit Group, Wheeler Fiold, 7.F.: 





This group again participated in a Ving tectical exercise on Aug, 2lst. 
During this exercise the 6th Pursuit Squadron represented enemy Pursuit and the 
19th and 26th Squadrons furnished special supoort to the 5th Composite Grovp. 
Several attacks were made by the "enemy" Pursuit. The exercise afforded an op- 
portunity for valuable training in the coordination of a large formation, 

During the month of August, this squedron flew 176 hours, 

On Aug. 15th, the 26th Attack Squadron moved into the field, at the Air 
Corps gunnery camp, at Waimanalo, for aerial gunnery on ground targets, The 
Quaint practice of firing on the wrong targot end failing to close shutters has 
kept the ice box well filled with pop. The squadron expects to return to Wheel- 
er Field on Aug. 29th. ) 

The 19th Pursuit Squedron completed 15 days of field duty at Waimanalo, 
Aug. 15th. During this period. fifteen pilots of this organization completed 
their firing for record on eround targets. he scores were very satisfactory, 
end Lieut, James J. Walsh being high on ground targets with a score of 762. 

Free lance gunnery by Dan Cupid resulted in two direct hits on the bach- 
elors of the group. On Aug. 15th, the marriage of Lieut. Joe L. Loutzenheiser 
and Miss Eleanor Cook Meridith was announced; then on the 21st of August, the 
marriage of Licut. William A. Cocke, Jr., Air Res., and Miss Frances Findeisen 
took another of our officers from the ranks of the bachelors. 

On Aug. 4th, the 26th Attack Squadron flew a mission in cooperation with 
the 22nd Infantry Brigade, The 27th and 35th Infantry regiments were to-sim- 
late an offensive drive upon an enemy ona line one-half mile distant, and drive 
it into the hills. This squadron; led by Lieut. Nathan F, Twining, made an 
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-attack on the 27th Infantry, and another on the 35th Infantry, during the time 
poth regiments were on the march, onda ‘the flight attacked the brigade while 
_ BOVLEE agaiist. anvimaginiwy enemy. 








. Qn. Aug. 10th, Lieut. Weldon E ee hoades, joined the Caterpillar Club 


‘when his Pi-9 refused to respond bo tiie controls and spun into the ground near 
Haleiwa. -"Dusty" bailed out, then cooly waited for the sound of the ship's 


crashing ‘before pulling. His rip cord. It was his misfortune to strike a rock 
as he landed in a.cane field, which caused a broken ankle that will confine him 


to the hospital for several weeks. 


a een 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan. Ficld, Texas, Sept. loth: 








Guests of the Depot on Sept. 8th, at the reguiar monthly conference, and 
the luncheon following same, held.at the Depot for coordination of supply and 
engineering matters in this Area, were as follows: Brig. -General CH. Danforth, 
Commanding General of Air Corps Training Center, and Aide, Lieut. R.W.Douglass, 
Jre; Majors Glenn P, Anderson, 12th C.A.; Frank C. Venn, tie 0e3 Capt. S.J.Id- 
zorek, and Lieuts. C.C.Channcey, J.c. O'Connell and F.F. Evorest, Jr., of Mt. 
Crockett, Texas; Maj. Frank D, Lacklan’, Commanding Officer of Dodd Field, Ft. 
Sam Houston and Lients, LoRoy Hudson aid J.P. Newberry, of Dedd Ficld; Lieuts. 
A.L. Jewett and R.G. Harris, of Kelly Field; Capt. C.E. Giffin and Licuts. R.C. 
MacDonald, of Brooks Field; Capt. A.S. Albro and Licut. H.A. Bartron, of Ran- 
dolph Field; and Licut. C.S. Tidwell, fir-Res,, of Post Field, Ft. Sill, Okla. 

On Sept. Lith the Devot welcomed dbacix into ey midst Capt. Warner B. Gates 
and family, Capt. Gates having been reessiyned to this Depot from a tour of duty 
at Brooks Field. 

Licut. Lucas V. Boan, Jr., A.C. Instructor with the Colorado National Guard 
at Denver, was a visitor at this Depot on Sept. 3d, to secure and ferry back an 
0-2H airplane for the Colorado National Guard. 

Capt. E.V. mee es ond Licut. Donaid F. Fritch, of this Depot, made a 
trip to the Reckwell Air Depot, Rockwell Field, Calif., to ferry two 0-2H planes 
to Kelly Field, Sept. 8th to 3th, 

Lieuts, [.H. Chapman and C,H. Thomas,dr., of this Depot, left on Sept.13th 
for liright Field, Onio, to attend a meeting of a Eoard of Officers convened at 
the Air Corps Materiel Division in resurd to plans for the new Alameda Air Depot 
in California. 

During the month of August, 191, the Enginesring Department overhauled and 
repaired the following airplanes and — Airp 
A-3B, 2 0-2H, 3 0-195, 1 2-17, 5 BT-1, 2 BI-2B, 4 PT-34A. Total, 24. 

Airplanes Repaired - 4 A-33, 7 LB-7, 1 C-2H, 2 0-190, 1 0-38, 1 Pu-9C, 3 
BT-2B, 2 0-7, 1 Y1C-22, 1 YF-1. Total, 17. 

Engines overk anled - 6 R-975, 7 R-790, 21 V-1150, 17 R-1340, 1 R-1590. 
Total, 52. Engines repaired - 4 V-1150, 1 R-790, 11 V-16550. Total, 16. 


Lawson Field, Ft. Bennins, Ga.. Sspt. 15th: 





During t:.e past 350 days cur training schedule has gone forvard steadily. 
We have indulged in radio, blind flying, navigation, and formation to the full 
15 hour iimit, 

Major Ira &. Rader, A.C. Instructor in the Infantry School, recently re- 
turned from Tybee Island, whers ke spent ns $ a omic leave. 

On Sept. lOth, Lieut. Barnett led a three-ship formation to Anniston, Ala., 
on a navigation flight. 

Lieut. John Sessums, A.©., was a recent visitor to Lawson Field. Lieut. 
Sessums is talking a rest from his duties as Aide to Gen. Preston Brown in Panama, 
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Boston Airport, Mass., Cct. Ist: 





Tas erficers in the A.C. Reserve who are flying from tne Boston Airport are 


Tejoicing over the types of planes nov located here for their use. Several 0-15 
a Ol-B types are now available, also two Douglas BT-2B's and two PT-3 training 
Ships 
Unfortunately, the allotment of flying hours was seriously curtailed. We 
Say seriously due to the fact that the number of Reserves, flying from this 
Station has increased considerably, The result has oeen a limitation of flying 
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time for each man which impairs t.> efficiency, Some view the cut in time ag 
a potential danger due to the fact that the men get so little time for flying 
service type ships, time which is below the minimum for safety. Capt. Joseph 
A. Wilson and Lieut. Glenn Salisbury are working with the Reserves to ascertaiy 
what steps may be taken to increase the hours allotted and thereby maintain the 
splendid efficiency of the local Reserve flyers. 

- Recent formation flights by the 442d and 443d Pursuit Squadron, Reserves, 
with Majors Bartlett Beaman, R.F. Raymond (D.S.C.), Capts. Charles Clark, Georg, 
Lusk; Licuts, Parker, Pierson, Towner, H.N. White, C.J. A'Hearn and other pilot, 
of the group, included flights over Amesbury, Providence, and Dedham. At Ded- 
ham, Mass., the pilots helped to give a fellow aeronaut, R.S. Maughan,Jdr., a 
send-off on his flight with the former Miss Olivia Matthews (also a pilot) into 
the realms of married life. 

At a recent meeting of the A.C. Reserve Officers Association, the group 
succeeded in pulling a fast one on Capt, J.A. Wilson, Commanding Officer of the 
Boston Airport Detachment, They notified "Smoky Joe", as he is affectionately 
called due to his past fire-fighting activities at Mitchel Field, that they 
wished him to speak at the meeting on recent A.C. activities. 

Capt. Wilson prepared a fine address, sponding hours in securing data for 
presert: “ion to the flyers, only to be surprised when he arrived at the meeting 
to find it was a meeting to conszratulate lim on his promotion to Captaincy and 
to present him with a wardrobe trunk for his coming trip to Europes, "Joo" mas 
sent into a flat spin when he realized that the mecting was in his honor, The 
group certainly wishes him a woncerful trip. 

Capt. Wilson and Lieut. Salisbury see to it that the Saturday afternoon 
flying, when most of the local Reservesappear at the field, is of real benefit, 
Various maneuvers are planned and executed, resulting in much valuable training 
being obtained, The vilcts are enthusiastic over the plan, as it increases the 
interest in Air Corps activities, 


Patterson Ficld, Fairfield, Ohio, Sept. llth: 








On July 6, 1931, the military reservation on which the Fairfield Air Depot 
is located reccivid a rew name, that of "Patterson Field", in honor of First 
Lieut. Frank S. Patterson, who was killed in an airplane accident June 19, 1918, 
at Dayton, Ohio. The Depot, however, will retain its present designation cad 
will function as one of the activities of Patterson Field, This change i. name 
gives the public s more definite distinction botween Wright Field and Foirl eld, 

Maj. AL. Sneed returned to duty Aug. 30th, aftor spending a very pleasant 
vacation on Nantucket island. 

Licut-Col. L.%. Goodier, Jr., departed September 8th on a leave of absence 
until about the end of the month, 

Maj. AL. Sneed, Capt. H.W. Slickinzer, Lieuts. D.R. Goodrich and F.M. 
Zeigler participated in nignt flying on Sept. Sth. 

Capt. H.A. Bivins and Mr. Paul H. Taggart, civilian mechanic, departed 
Sept. 5th end returned Sept. 7th from Lambert Field, St. Louis, Mo., after mak- 
ing necessary repairs to an airplane at that station. 

Capt. John L. Corbett, Q.M.C., departed for Wisconsin Aug. 20th on sick 
leave, It is not expected he will be able to return to this station until some 
time in October, due to a savere cose of ha: ver aad asthma, 

Lieuts. M.B. Asp and C.S. Irvine deperted Sept. 10th for Candler Field, 
Atlanta, Ga., to secure and ferry airplanes to this station for overhaul. 

lst Lieut. Robert H, Pinkerton, Dent-Res., reported Aug. 16th for a period 
of two weel.s' active duty training. 

Sgt. John Bolt, Q.\.C., denarted September 10th in compliance with orders 
directing him to report to the Motor Transvort School, Camp Holabird, Baltimore, 
Md., for a course of instruction beginning Sept. 14th. 

Pvt. lst Cl. Joseph K. Swyukiowicz, 18th Signal Service Co., departed Sept. 
8th for the Signal School at Ft. Monmouth, N.J., for a course of instruction. 

Capt. Hii, Flickinger attended the Harmsworth Trophy Race in Detroit on 
Labor Day. 

Licut. F.M. Zeigler made a cross-country flight to Allentown, Pa., and re- 
turned via Cleveland, where he attended the Air Races, 

Lieuts. C.S, Irvine and F.E. Glantzberg attended the Air Racos at Cleveland. 








Lieut. Melvin B, Asp flew from Maxwell Ficld, Montgomery, Ala., in 4 hrs. 
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10 mins. with tail winds and bad.weather all the day. (Will Rogers,please note.) 
Following is a list of winners in the Robins Cup Golf Tournament recently 
held at this station 
Robins Cup for Gitiowrs: 


Winner of Tournament - Lieut. C.D. McAllister. 
Runner up in Tournament - Lieut. D.F. Stace. 
Winner of Consclatioa - Lieut. MB. Asp. 


Runner up on Cousolation - Capt. D.B. Howard. 
Low Score Qualifying Round-Lieut. DF. Siace. 
Robins Cup for Ladies 


Winner of Tournament - Mrs. OR. Cook. 
Runner up in Tournament - Mrs, 0.P. Echols. 
Winner of Consoletion - Mrs. B.W. Chidlavy, 


Runner up on Consolation - Mrs. C.H. Ridenour. 
Low Score Qualifying Round-Mrs. O.R. Coos, 

Tho Cup vas presented to’ the Wilbur Wright Officers! Club by Lieut.Col. 
and Mrs. A.W. Rovins while the Colonel was in command at this station. Hach 
year a Tournament is held for tue pleasure of the officers and ladies of the 
Club. 

The Fall Handicap Golf Tournament for mon and wo:aen began Aug. 29th, 19351. 

Two old temporary buisdings, —" the Ergineering Office building and 
the Field Service Ssction building, were destroyed by fire recently in order 
that the new permanent buildings may be eraenee ” those sitcs, 

The paving of the apron in front of Bldz. No. 1, was recently complcted. 

Following is a tric? activity report of “the & Engineering Department for the 
month of August: 

Man hours expended on - Airpl-nes - 62,055; engines - 7,806; repeirs - 
5,921; manufactures - 2,257; Overhead - 12,058. 

Airplanes given major overneuls: 2 oS & O-2H, 4 0-19, 6 O-25, 2 P-le, 

1 PT-1, Minor overnauls - 1 C-3, 1 BT, 2H, 1 0-11, 1 0-38, 1 PT-1 and l 
PT-3. <A total of 19 major overhauls aa ; minor overhauls. 

Engines given mejor overlouis: 7 amine 8 R-1340, 12 Sa-1540, 11 V-72c0, 

1 V-1570, 4 GLV-1579. Minor Gvarhauls - 2 R-1340, 3 SR-1340, 1 V-720, 2 V-1150, 
2 GLY-1570, 10 V-1LE50 and “ , ge-1750. A neers of 43 major overhauls and 22 minor 
overheuls. 

The activity report vor the Depot Sunply Department for the month of August 
is as follows: 

Tomi.c 7¢ of incoming freight - 152.é tons, express - ?.1]1 tons; tonnage of 
outgoing freignt - 117.9 tons, express - 8 tons; pornds of 1:.coming parcel post 
455 lbs., outgoing - 2,621 los.; amnouns of material received by otuer means ~ 
114,685 lbs., shipped 170,200 los.3 total number of shipments received 592, 
made - 1,517; number of resuisitions received - 35 


Rockwell Field, Coronado, Salif., Sort. lath 








On wspte 1st, Licut. Jclm KX. Nissley, Commanding the 76th Service Squadron, 
was transferred to a Post with the Organized Reserves at Long Beacn, calif. 
Lieut. Claude EZ. Duncan succocds Liout. Nissley as Commanding Officer of the 
76th. 

Among the recont arriv ane a the field is lst Miont. Corrtland S.Johnson 
recently ordered here from Wright Ficld, Upon arrival ho assumed tho dutics 
of Assistant Post consignee cee er and Snop Superinv::..ens of the Reckvell 
Air Depot. Experience cained as a studiens at both ths Army Industrial College 
and the Air Corps kngineerins Se'ie0l qualify Lieut. Johason for his dutics at 
the RAD, 

A pall of gloom was cast over the 76th Service Squadron as an aftermath 
of the Labor Day helidays. Pvt, Allen Johnson was fatally injured in an auto- 
mobile accident just soith of San Diego on Smday afternoon, Sept. 7th. Pvt. 
Johnson was ridinn as passengor with Pvt. Nolan Thibadeaux, 34th Pursuit Squad- 
ton, March Field, at tac time of the accident, which vas unavoidable. Arrange- 
ments wore made to escort the body to Johnson's home in Jorsey City, N.Y. 

Among ths most recont additions to the renks of the Denedicts is end Lieut. 
J.W, Brown, Jr., of the ©Sth Pursuit Squadron, Announcement was made recently 
of the mrriazgo of Licut, Bromm to Miss Ethel Gorton Payne, daughter of Lieut.- 
Commander and Mrs. Frederick 8. Payno of San Diogo. 
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The 7th Bombardment Group beseball team, representing Rockwell Field, 
continues to enjoy marked success in its competition with service and independ. 
ent teams. Its recent victory over the strong U.S. Navy Destroyer Base tean, 
by a score of 12 to 5, more than atoned for tre 13 ot decision lost to the 
sailors earlier in the year. The majority of the team's recent games were with 
the representatives of the Naval vessels based at ~st Diego, and to date the 
credit brlance is overwhelmingly in favor of tho Army team. Sgt. "Soup" Silva 
and his cohorts invaded March Ficlad on Sept. 10th and, finding the guns of the 
Flying School a little too heavy, returned to San Dicgo with the short end of 
a 7 to 1 score, 

Licuts. R.S. Israel, A.R. Maxwell, J.W. Brown,Jr., J.S. Mills, L. R. Park. 
er, A.S. Straubel aud R.W. Goetz, reported at this ficld upon their recent co. 
pletion of training at Chanute Field. Lieuvts, Israel, Maxwell and Brown were 
assigned to the 95th Pursuit; Parker and Millis to the llth Bomberdment; Goetz 
to the 76th Service Scuadron and Straubel to the Depot Supply 

Our Commanding Ofticer, isut.-Col. Barton K. Yount, took advantaze of the 
lull preceding the intensive training season to spend a short leave in Northern 
California. ‘ 

Maj. John M. Stanley, ¥.C., the Junior Flight Surgeon, was detailed toa 
tour of duty in the Panama Canal Departmont. Maj. Levy S. Johnson, M.C., was 
transferred to this station from Marshall Field, Ft. Riley, Kans., to fill the 
vacancy created by the trarsfer of Major Stanley. 

Rockwell Field's representatives at tie Annual Bombing and Gunnery Matches 
at Langley Field devarted on jug, 2lst with high hopes of bringing a share of 
the honors of the meet back to Rockwell. 2nd Lieut. D.D. Graves, 95th Pursuit 
Squadron, was chosen to represent the Fiold in Acrial Gunnery. Curtiss Condor 
29-34 carried the following personnel of the llth Bombardment Squadron in quest 
of honors; 2nd Lieuts. A.J. Fonin {Pilos), H.G. Bunker (Bomber), Staff Set, 
H.V. Puzenski (Crew Chicf), Col. A.M. 1lcl A.S. Drury (Ass't Crew Chicf), and 
Cpl. A.M. lcl T.M. Herchmer (Armement). 

Rockwell Field officers were recently the recipients of some very black 
cigars. Occasion -— Licut. and Mrs. A.r. Solter announced the arrival of an 
Sight-pound baby daughter, Shiricy Ann Solter, 

The eignt new officsrs who recently reporte 
Advanced Flying School, Licuts, ¢.0. Zahn, J.A. 
Lee Williams, Tim Roberson, A.B. Livingston and 
Signed to the 95th Pursuit Squadron. ‘This brings 
total of 31 assigned and 2 “ae 

The start of the annual training prosram at Rockwell Ficld was the signal 
for the 95th Pursuit Squadron to start gsumoery training. The squadron was 
grouped into three gunncry flights of ten mon each, Ground euanery is being 
conducted on the range at the South end of the Yield ond tne acrial courses 
are being fired over the Pacific ccean. Gunnacry this scason will be more or 
less rushed due to the extensive training to be accomplished by the units of 
the 7th Bombardment Group. However, all personnel concerned are working un- 
tiringly and, as a result, some very creditable scores are being recorded. 
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California National Guard,Los Angeles,Calif., Sept. 10th: 





Capt. Robinson, Lieuts, Claiborne, Whittier and Wallen recently completed 
trips to the Dry Lakes for the purpose of cross-country training, and practice 
in machine gunnery at ground targets. 

A number of officers of this unit spent Labor Day week end on Lieut, 
Whittier's pover yacht, the "Fazan", malting the cruise to Santa Cruz Island, 
off the coast from Santa Barbara, and return to San Pedro Harbor. 

Licut. Gard recently completed an corial reconnaissance to Big Bear Lake 
and return to Griffith Park Airport, for the purpose of determining the condi- 
tion of the landing field at Bis Bear for emergency and cross-country landings. 
Report and sketch show a mediwn water level in the Lake fcr this period of the 
year, and the field in gocd condition, with ample markings, wind sock and ser- 
vice facilities, 

Recent night flights: Capt. Barrie nas et to Los Angeles, San Iuis 
Soi to Los Angeles, the latter an emergency trip; Capt. 2 Robinson, Crissy 

Field, Sea Francisco and return: Licut. Sommi. - Oakland to Los Angeles; Lieuts 
Miller and Claiborne just completed svecial night flying, towing targots for 
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the Coast Artillery at Ft. MacArthur, San Pedro, Calif., and have become quite 
proficient in this work, Capts, Sherwood and Barrie, and Lieut. Noe have all 
flown night air mail for Western Air Express, 


France Ficld, Panama Canal Zone, Sept. 7th: 





With Jupiter Pluvius a damp substitute for Old Sol and the daily rainfall 
average mounting rapidly, activities here were somewhat retarded during the 
past few weeks, Training schedules were hampered, although the machine gun 
problems of the 7th Observation Squadron have been going through as originally 


. outlined, 


Due to the reduction of flying time for the entire field, a marked decline 
is noticeable in the number of cross-country flights. A few of note have been 
made recently. However, during the latter part of August, the field was visit- 
ed by Mr. Lawrence Richey, Secretary to President Hoover, accompanied by a party 
ingluding Messrs, Roy T. Devis, U.S. Minister to Panama; Robert Wilcox and Paul 
West. The party flew to the San Blas Islands in a Sikorsky Amphibian, with 
lst Licut. H.D. Smith, 25th Bombardment Squadron, as pilot, 

On Aug. 22d, the Ford Transport carrying Licuts, N.B. Forrest, R.J. Browne, 
F.H, Smith, J.J. O'Hara, L.E. Hoots, and O.J. Studeman, landed at David, R. of 
P,, for a two-day visit with Scnor Salvador Junado at the Senor's Rancho. As 
a loyal Air Corps supporter, Senor Junado staged a barbeque for the boys at 
which none of the "old Spanish customs and trimmings" were missing. According 
to the stories of those who made the trip, one of the outstanding features was 
the plentiful supply of ducks which could be acquired in large numbers by the 
clever manipulation of the club, bolo, rake or whatever was handy. 

An accident and a sudden fit of insanity lessened the enlisted ranks here 
by three lives last month, 

On the night of Aug. Gth, during a friendly conversation in the 24th Pur- 
suit Squadron barracks, Cpl. Alvin C. Angwin, acting Supply Sergeant, suddenly 
whipped out a Service automatic and, after shooting and fatally wounding one 
man and shooting a second man in the leg, put the gun to his own head and 
committed suicide. The man killed was Pvt. lst Cl. Farl Stacks, while Pvt. 
Carl M. Lockwood is in the hospital recovering from a bullet wound in the leg 
below the knee, A Board of Investigation announced the shooting to be the re- 
sult of temporary insanity. 

As the result of burns he received on Aug. 13th when a gasoline heater 
exploded, Pvt. Jack Buck, 44th Observation Squadron, died two days later in 
Colon Hospital where he was taken following the accident. Pvt. lst Cl. J.B. 
Pinkhem and Fvt. J.P. Olchoskey were operating the hcater in preparation to 
heating pushrods. The two men had just loft the vicinity of the heater when 
it exploded, covering Buck, a disinterested onlocker, with its flaming con- 
tents. Olchoskey received burns on his hands while Pinkham was unhurt. Buck, 
amass of flame, ran several hundred fect before he could be stopped and the 
fire extinguished, 

7th Observation Squadron: The past few weeks of rain and smcoth air found 
the 7th Squadron ovt bright and early every morning riddling the bull's eye 
with machine gun buliets. Front gunnery was completed and rear gunnery is now 
in full swing. The scores turned'in to date are exceptionally gratifying and 
the competition has been unusually keen. | 

We sent machine gun ambassadors, lst Lients. R.D. Bigzs and J.M. Bevens 
to the Annual Matches at Lungley with confidence that a wholesome respect for 
France Field will be established by their scores, It is intoresting to note 
that on their flight to the States for the Matches they landed at Brownsville 
at noon of the third day, We hope our friends from Langley can appreciate the 
dispatch with which a flizht through Central America can be accomplished. 

Our Skipper, Capt. H.H. George, recently returned to us from a thirty-day 
tour of the Cooks! and Bakers! School at Corozal. lst Lieut. =.W. Barnes was 
at the helm during the absence of Capt. George. 

_ For the past month the activities of the 7th Squadron were almost entirely 
confined to training for aerial eunnery, Scores continue to improve, so that 
the conversation around the Operations Office is composed of much boasting and 
bragging with the usual run of alibis and hard luck storics. 

~ - Cooperating with the Coast Artillery Corps, Licut. E.E. Partridge, attach- 
ed to the 7th Squadron, spent several days in succession in a Sikorsly on 
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photographic missions. Pictures were obtained of Coast Attillery radio sta- 
tions which are spread throughout the Istlmus. 

44th Observation Squadron: Tieut. JM. Bevans, our Sauadron Commander , 
is now on detached service at Langley Field for the per Matches. The Sauag. 
ron feels confident that he will walkavay with-all honors by showing them hoy 
they shoot in the Tropics. During his absence, end Lieut. Thomas Le» Bryan is 
at the helm. ' 

2nd Lieut. J.G. O'Neal is still on detached service but on a different 
status. He was relieved from duty with the Motor Transport Pool and is now 
learning the lore of pots and pans by taking a covrse at the Cooks ' and Bakers 
School. ; 

Set. Erikson recently arrived in this Department from Selfridge and is 
now on duty at Grovp He:dquerters. Sgts. Garner, Ranglo and Trimble arrived 
last month as re eplacements for sts. Abrahams, Gose and Milbourne, wWho,having 
tired of the Tropics, sought coldur climates in the North, Mr.S¢gt. Bruss ar- 
rived from Chanute Field to fill a vacancy created by an increase of grades in 
the organization. St.Sgt. E.B.G. Taylor arrived as a replacement for St.Set, 
Musiquo, who has be cen gone for some time, Several recruits. were also assigned, 
causing housing conditions to ta’re on a serious aspect, as no quartcrs are 
ivai babi, It apposrs now that these men will do quite a bit of their foreig 
service tour in tents. 

Inasmuch as the throttle is wide open on the rainy season, there were 
practicolly no sorts of any xind a faubag the vast few weeks 

6th Composite Grouo Band, pie The 6t4 Composite Group Band (France 
Field Band) rendered ea program at the Cristobal Army and Navy Y.M.C.A. on the 
night of Sent. 6th. ‘The concert wes attended by a large crowd and the band 
was enthusiastically applauded after *he rendition of each number, 

Due to expiration of foreign service tours’ and the iron-clad two year tour 
policy of the Panama Canal Dep=rtment there wes an almost complete turnover 
of the Band in one year, Only five menu reaain who were here a year ago. The 
Band consists of 42 pieces, and is under the supervision of Warrant Officer 
Kenneth Hebert, Bandmaster, | é 



































Rockwell Air Depot, Calif., Sept. 15th: 





During the month of August the Rockwell Air Depot completed major over- 
haul on 17 airplanes and 40 engines, There were received for overhaul during 
the month 16 airplanes and 71 engines. 

The Aero Repair of the Engineering Devertment manufactured 210 miscellan- 
eous items and 567 miscellaneous items were reconditioned or reworked, wunile 
the engine repair and machine shop of the “ngineering Department manufactured 
4662 items and 673 items wore vcconditioned or reworked. 

A total of 6,257 man-hours wore expended in.the Engineering Shops for the 
manufacture and repair of Air Corps equipment other than airplanes and engines, 

she Depot Supply activities consisted of the following: 

Poundage of incoming freight and express ..... . 441,211 


" " outgoing " " i" a 
Pounds of incominz parcel post ... «esses 846 
° " outgoing ~" P gig 4g eget Boe. eR 547 
Shi ment Ss x eéce 33 2V o0 e e . ° E ° . e . e . e a e e . e 341 
" made e . ° J e . . e . e o . e . . . . . . 277 
Number of requisitions reccived during month... . 29 


The extension to the Engineering Office. of she Depot is now completed. 
The addition to the engine Repair, which will be used for cleaning purposes, 
is appro: c<imately 60% yagi 

An inspection icin was mace during the month by the Ingineering Officer, 
Lieut. Giles, accompanied by the Depot Supply Officer, Capt. Kane, to Mather 
and Crissy Fields, to check up on supply and engineering matters. 

The Commanding Officer, Col. Yount and Engineering Officer, Lieut.Giles 
will leave shortly for an inspection trip to Salt Lake City, Spokane, Seattle, 
Vancouver, Mather and Crissy Fields for conference with the Commanding Officers 
regarding maintenance of Air Corps equipment and supplies. 

Lieut, Austin A, Straubel reported at the Rockwell Air Depot. on Sept. 7th 
and waS appointed Assistant Depot Supply Officer. 


/ 
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Congressman Melvin J. Maas of Minnesota, arrived by plane on Sept. 5th, 
remaining here until Sept. 8th. 
Col. Sebring C. Megill, S.C., arrived Sept. lst to make an inspection 


of the Signal Corps installations and activities of the Post. 


. Maj. Raymond Starbuck Diclinson, Air-Res., reported for two weeks! active 
duty training on Aug. 16th, ‘ihile here Maj, Dickinson was assigned to the 


Engineering Division. 


Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif., Oct. lst: 





From Sept. 16th to 23d, the entire command here participated in a season 
of field maneuvers, utilizing 32 Pursuit airplanes and 3 transports. The first 
elements of the Group took off from Mather Ficld at 10:30 4.M., Sept. 16th, and 
all personnel and equinmment were at the new base at Watsonville, on Monterey 
Bay, by 7:00 P.M. that day. Practically all supplies and equipment; bedding, 
tentage, food, field range and kitchen equipment, were moved by air. The Group 
had pitched camp and prepared meals for all personnel before the arrival of the 
Motor Transportation, Officers and enlisted men slept under shelter tents dur- 
ing the maneuver period. 

_ Based at Watsonville Airport the Group successfully conducted a number of 
tactical problems of offense and defense along the California coast. The minic 
warfare of the period was marked by two "casualties": One, a case of acute ap- 
pendicitis; the other, the case of a crew chief who was accidentally shot while 
cleaning a small rifle, Both men recovered, 


San Antonio Atr Depot, Duncan Field, Sept. 30th; 





Capt. Asa N. Duncan, Chief of the School Section of the Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps, while on a recent visit of inspection of the Flying 
Schools at Brooks and Kelly Fields, called on Lieut.-Col. Robins, Commanding 
Officer of this Depot. 

Capt. Lowell H. Smith, piloting a B-dA from Langley Field, Va., to March 
Field, Calif., was 2 visitor at this Depot Sept. 24-25, stopping over night for 
servicing of his plane, ; 

Ist Lieuts. R.D. Biggs, J.M. Bevans and R.E. Nugent, end Lieuts. C.A. Har- 
rington, D.W. Buckman, and J.\W. Sessums, Jr., and Staff Sgt. P.D. Reilly of 
France Field, C.Z., en route by air in three 0-19C's and one P-l2, to France 
Field from the Air Corps Bombing Matches at Langley Field, Va., landed at this 
Depot Sept. 16th and 17th, for servicing and change of engines of their planes, 
and for temporary duty at the Headquarters of The Air Corps Training Center, 
until Sept.24th, when they took off from this Field to resume their homeward 
journey. 

Licut. Incas V. Beau, Jr., A.C. Instructor with the Colorado National 
Guard, Denver. visited this Depot on Sept. 16th, bringing in an 0-2H plane, 
and ferrying Lcock-an O-2H to the Colorado National Guard. 

Capt. Ciavcnce Longacre, Quartermaster of this Depot, and Mrs. Longacre, 
left for a menth's leave of absence, visiting in Washington, D.C. 

Licut. L.S. Webster of this Depot, made a cross-country tour Sept. 16th to 
24th, visiting Ft. Sill, Okla.; Denver,Colo.; Muskogee, Okla. and Dallas, Texas, 
for conferences with the Regular Army and National Guard Air Corps activities 
at those staticus regarding maintenance of Air Corps equipment and supplies, 

Lieuts. T.H. Chapman and C.E. Thomas,Jr., of this Depot, returned Sept. 
27th from Wricht Field, Ohio, vhere they attended the meetings of a Board of 
Officers convened at the Air Corps Materiel Division to consider plans for 
the new Alameda, California Air Depot. 

Mr. E,J. Briggs in charge of the, Engine Repair Section of the Enginecring 
Department of this Depot, left Sept. 18th for a tour of temporary duty at the 
factory of the Fratt & Whitney Aircraft Company, Hartford, Conn., to make a 
Study of the maintenanco of aeronautical engines manufactured at that plant. 

é Mr. C.D. Bohannon in charge of the Shipping Room in the Depot Supply Depart- 
ment of this Depot, was on temporary duty Sept. 18th to 28th, attending the 
School of instruction in scientific boxing and crating conducted by the U.S. 


Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, at the Forest Products Laboratory at 
Madison, Wis. é 
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Fort Sill, Okla., Sept. 30th: 





Licuts., C.E. Shankle, C. Stroh, G.G. Johnston and D.M. Kesler were on 
leave most of the month in Ohio, Colorado, Georgia and North Dakota, respectiye, 
ly. Lieut. Shankle went to the National Air Races at Cleveland, where Mrs, 
Shankle was entered in the Rentin Derby from Santa Monica to Cleveland, the 
Yomen's Closed Course Race, and severai dead stick landing contests in which 
she finisned "In the Money". Mrs. Shankle vas 4th in the Closed Course race 
and 9th to finish in the Cross-country Derby. After the races, the Shankles 
Spent atout two veelks on their ranch in Arizona. 

On Sept. 19th, the 88th Squadron flew a le-snip demonstration formation 
at the Lawton County Fair. 

Post Field, being one of the scheduled stops for extended Cross—courtries 
from the Training apetieny acted as Host every few days for the various sections 
of student officers and Cadets from Kelly Field. 

The 8&th Squadron was ordered to report to Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, 
on Nov. 5th. Ali the Squadron fund property is being crated and the personnel 
will probably move down Nov. 4th. A detachment of 5 officers will remain, as 
Flight "u", of the 15th Observation Squadron and 25 enlisted men will be sent 
here from Ft, Riley, Kans. These officers are Capt. Frank H. Pritchard, lst 
Lisuts. GN. Ricc, i.L. Ritchie, 2nd Licuts. ©, Stroh and D.T. Mitchell, 

Pvi. C.C. Rogers, 68th Senaiiven. was ordered to report to Randolph Field 
Texas, tostart training wita tne next primary flying class. 


3 ¢ 


Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., Sept. 30th: 





Only one Scott Field pig was successful in making the fliczht from Lafay- 
ette, Ind., in the Navional aaliver race on Sept. 27th. This bird, which was 
named Lafayette Queen following the flight, was the first bird reported home by 
any of the lofts which competed from the St.Louis district, 

Originally over 12C bands were sold in this district for the racc but, 
due to excessive losses earlier in the season in training and racing flisht, 
the number of young birds finally shipped from St.Louis was about 25. Licut.- 
Col, John A. Paegelow, commanding Scott Field, had purchased 12 bands for the 
race, but only.five were finally used, Of the birds centered from St.Louis, only 
one other bird was reported in on the night of the 27th and the spced reported 
was. less than that of Lafayette Queen. Provided no later reports show a bird 
With better speed than that of the Scott Field youngster, Col. Paegelow will 
rec@ive the Titgemeier Cup, which was offered by Mr, Titsemeier of Buffalo,l.t., 
for the best record made by a bird from the St. Lonis district. 

Staff Set. Max Bronkhurst, picconcer, attributed the poor showing of the 
birds from this district to the fact that, ox about 6009 birds entcred in this 
race, approximately 5800 were from the cast. .Ypon liberation, the large number 
of castcrn birds would dominate the fligat and, as young birds dislike to lcave 
the flock, it is likely the westcrn: birds weld fly a considerable distance 
toward the east before branching off and returning in the direction of their 
home loi US. 3 

Two losses were recorded by, the Scott Tield foctvall team in ths first 
.games of its fall campaign. On Scopt. 18th tho team opened its season with 4 
nigat same at Lebanon, Ili, against MecKeudres College and were defeated 18 to 0. 
'- The team had been practicing for only eight days and lack of condition was the 
‘biggest factor in the defea A-weck later the team stacked up against the 
strong Carbondale Toachers Coliese at Carbondale and, while they played very 
muca better football, were defeated:19 to 0.: The. big improvement shown in this 
game was encouraging to tne conrches as the team is largely made up of players 
swith little previous experience. Lieut , Stuart G McLennan, Recreation officer, 
has. scheduled five more games for the team and has prospects of two moro, The 
.team- will be pointed for the annual games with Chanute Field and success in 
. these gemes will mean a successful season. lLieuts. F.A. Jonson, Allen W. Reed, 
George li, Stokes and Thomas H. Charles are handling the coaching of the team. 

Lieut. Walter A. Yernander reported to Scott Field and was assigned to 
command..the 2lst Photographic Section. He recently graduated from the Photo- 
“graphic course, Chanute Field, - He: relieves 2nd Licut. H.F. Woolard, who com- 
manded both the 5th and 2lst Photo Sections for the past several months. 
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—_ | Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, 
g, “Fs Th Texas, Major Oscar W. Griswold, Inf., 
tha “| oe ~ -who, »rior to his detail to the Air 
Teh et S Cor:s for flying training was a member 
rate AAW Ft. 59 of the War Devartment General Staff, 
les ——. -G2, made the following statement: 
"T have no witnesses to call or 

re qestions to ask, but would like to make a statement. I want to say that I 

think I have been accorded every consideration possible and I celieve that due 
‘tries to inaptitude my elimination is justified. In that regard, I was told before 
et ions I came here by other officers of other branches that I might find it hard to 

get thru here due to my rank. I went to state officially thet there was no 
), Texas such disposition shomm * * * * , oth in my owa case and in all cases of stu- 
onne] - dent officers eliminated to date, I have satisfied myself that there is no such 
yas feeling among the student officers of my class, and further .that there is no 
sent basis in fact for such impression. It is my opinion that every officer, irres- 
lst pective of rank or branch, if he can meet the flying standards he will be accent- 

ed by the Air Corps with open arms. I have been favorably impressed with the 
‘ield, organization and conduct of the school and I think I have been a disinterested 


observer both on the flying line, behind the line, and in the ground school. 





Personally, I believe that the Infantry School has the best teaching methods of 

any service school in the Army. 
It is my opinion that the sround school instructors in the presentation of 
| Lafay- their subjects compare very favorably with the standards of the Infantry School. 
h was Without excenrtion, the work of the ground school instructors has been excellent. 
ome by Naturally, I am very much disews0inted at not finishing the course, but I feel 

that I have gained a great deal elthough I did not satisfactorily complete it. 
ut, I think I have a realization of the work behind the line. As near as I can 
ht, figure from my observations, it takes about one and one-half hours daily work 
eut.- behind the line on every airslene here to keen it in shave for the next day's 
the flying, and that work is done. on an average of about three-fourths of a man per 
S, only plane. In future emergencies, if it should be my good fortune to serve with 
orted combined arms of which the Air Corns forms a part, I feel sure that what I have 
bird observed here will te of the greatest value to me. Fini iy, I would like to 
ill say that for many years I have had a very high regard for the Air Corns and its 
oO, N.Y, personnel and I have iost none of it by goinz thru this school." 

In a letter, dated Sept. 19, 1931, addressed to Lieut.-Col. H.B. Clagett, 
the Commandant of the Air Coros Primery Flying School, Brooks Field, Texas, Mejor 
this Griswold stated as follows; 
umber ' 1, Qn the occasion my leavin;; Brooks Field for other service, it is not 
leave only a duty but a pleasure to exoress to you personally and thru you to all the 
12) personnel of the Air Corps Primary Flying School, my very sincere azpreciation 
sir of the consideration and. interest which have been accorded me during my stay at 

this School. 

3 2. I have been varticularly impressed by the very obvious efforts of my 
1a flying instructor, lst Liewt. L.C. Craigie, A.C., and of my flight commander, 
> to 0. [st Lieut. H.M. Turner, A.C., rho hel: ed. ine in every »ossible way to satisfacto- 
; the rily complete the course, as well as by the uiusuel srivilege of having been in- 
1e structed by the commandant in >erson. 
ry &. I shall tale »leasure in combating at every ov: sortunity the nrovalent 
1 this opinion which exists in other services that the Air Corps does not permit high 
rers Tanking officers from other services to pass the course. It is my belief that 
‘ficer, any officer, irrespective of rank, will receive honest and impartial considera- 

The tion and that the question of his passing the course will depend alone upon his 
n flying ability. Whether or not this idea has any basis in fact in the vast I do 
Reed, not know, but I am.convinced that at present no such feeling exists at Brooks 
am. Field on the part of the Air Corns. 
0 4, I am leaving the School with the sincere conviction that it is soundly 
to- gta in all departments. I have no criticism, constructive or otherwise, to 
om= oiter, 


5. This letter has not bee! en ins»ired in any way but it is an honest expres- 
Sion of opinion which I feel to be impartial end disinterested," 


C. - — -_ V~6193, A.C. 





Mitchel Field, L.I., Hebsn Dabs. Sth: 








An air srapedy occurred over Troy yesterday'=- an a plane lost its pants 


The plane, a new Curtiss-Falcon, arrived at the Troy Airport at 12: 08 Fu,, { 
after flying from Mitchel Field in 63s minutes, Lieut. Le Calligan, Army é 
flier, was at the controls on the navigation cruise planned to test the ship, ¢ 
After spending a half hour at tne Troy field, Lieut. Calligan shot the ship dom 
the runway and circled the port at 1,0CU feet as a farewell sigmal. Then he t 
headed for Danbury, Conn., his next stor, t 

When cast of Pawling Ave., noar Spring Ave., the "pants" of the landing é 
gear, dropped from ths planc, Manager E.H. Buck of the Troy Airport witnesseg 
the fall, recovered the pants and sent them to Mitchel Field. The flier was j 
5,000 fect up and probably was vnavare of the loss until he reached Danbury ¢ 
flying field. .A communication was sent ahead informing him that the shields ( 
were found and returned to Mitcuel Field. 

io "Ducky" Monroe, the cherub-checked ooy with the Chaplinesque upper lip, 1 
we must give mention for the week's most extreme case of "fog-itis", With the t 
wediing day set for Octover loth, he ccntemplated a twenty-day leave, beginning I 
On or about October Ilth; a drive to Chicago, marriaze, a short honeymoon and 
then return, 1 

Arriving on the post the morning of Sept. 14th our man Munroe, found thay { 
three days of his projected leave nad alre sady expired, In arago he stormed t 
Headquarters only to be informed that he had put Scptcmber instead of October I 
on his request, thus having the choice of govting marricd a month earlier or t 
making a new request. Needluss to say ia Aaa Sh latter, C 

On Labor Day Lieuts, L.ii. Johnson, Folmar, Calligan and Hart took off for 
Ft. Ethen Allien, Vt., for ten days. Their mission was to cooperate with other ( 


branches of the service in the Field Manevvers being held there by the Second 
Corps Area, 

Daring their stay in Vermont they were called for duty on three days, but 
they certainly distingvishsd heuakwes on those three days. 

The first day's work consisted in using both planes for Air~-Ground Liaison 
work as friendly observers during a mimic ats dverything went smoothly 
and, of course, We won the battle for the dlue 

The second day Hart and Cailigan won ae e from the Commanding General for 
the manner in which they carried ont their mission of representing onemy attack 
aviation, the firing of Very Pistols, representing the dropping of fragmeata- 
tion bombs, Calligan managed to drep a flaning ball in tho center of a group 
of six officers in a conference before the lieth arAanee Command Post. It 
turned out later that this grow consisted of two Gene rals, thre Colonels and 
a Major, and that we had completely arnihilates the 15th Brigade Command Post, 

On the third day, Licuts. Jounson and Folnar cox saaked a two-way Artillery 
Control Mission so succ -apsinaed thet their work was mentioned by General Connor 
in a Special letter to Washi:cton, All in all the trip to Vermont was oxtreme- 
ly enjoyable and abcoabeut 

Lieut. Holbrook preceded the deteil by nearly a week and arranged a great 
many pleasant social functions for their short stay. He maxes an excellent 
advance guard and agent, and the members of the group were sorry to see him 
leave early, The regular officers of Ft. Ethan Allen didn't seem so sorry. /' 
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Langley Field, Va., Sept. 16th: 





~ 


end Eombarément Group: The Gcoup has beon acting. as an auxillary boat 
launcher in the past two weeks, A three-ship formation, led by Capt, Eubank, 
flow over the Army Base and circled the "City of Norfolk", a new transatlantic 
passenger and freight boat, on its maiden voyage. Two days later, a nine-ship 
formation flew. over the Newport Nows Ship Building Corporation to commemorate 
the christening of thc two largest ships ever built in the United States. 

49th Bombardment $quziron: A very sad and unfortunate accident occurred 
to one of the members of this command on the second day of the machine gun and 
bombing matches, Sgt. Illick was starting a P-l12-C by pulling through on the 
prop instcud of using the hand inertia starter, His feet slipped, throwing 
him forward just as the motor caught and he was struck across tne stomach and 
chest by the propeller. He was inmediately carried to the post hospital where 
first aid was rendered and later removed to the base hospital at Ft.Monroo where 
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it vas found he suffered several crushed ribs end a punctured lung. Although 
Sgt. Illick's condition is still very grave, the ontire Squadron joins in wish- 
ing him . speedy recovery, 

2uth Bombardment Squadron: The National Matches have become history, with 
the 20th bearing up well under a covpie of new medels, Lievt. Burnside as bomb- 
er and Lieut. Cronau as pilot was the winning combination, Tnis makes the 
second year the 20th won the big honor, so we resent the work "lacky", 

The ground gunnery didn't go so well sccanse of lack of a range, and for 
two days the squadron helped by carrying sand for the bomb proof. Aven at that, 
the range was barely ready for the matches, so the squadron is still worrying 
about ground gunnery. The best of squadrons can not fire without a range. 

19th Airship Compeny: On Aug, 25th, the TC-1l1, in conjunction with Heav- 
ier-than-Air was called out on a mission to search for the bodies of four men 
drowned in the York River, Search was discontinucd after flying all day with- 
out results. 

On Sept. lst, the TC-ll made a flisht with Capt. Edwards, S.C., Ft.Eustis, 
for the purpose of testing an electric altimeter being develoved by him. The 
tests conducte&é were satisfactory, but the details of the altineter have not 
been published, 

My. Set. Arvin E. Miller is under orders for Iuke Field, Hawaii, sailing 
from New York on Nov. 4th, Sgt. Miller is one of the oldest of the Lighter- 
than-Air enlisted oilots, having been a Cadet in the Lighter-than-Air School 
before enlisting. He has been identified with every form of sport while here, 
particularly baseball and football, and lias brought to each a form of sports- 
nanship worthy of comment, St. Milier's departure is a decided loss to the 
organization and to the footbali reotins section. 








Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco,Calif., Sept.25th: 





Our representatives to the Annual Bombing and Machine Gun Matches at Lang- 
ley Field returned home after a most pleasant trip Hast. This observation team 
was composed cf lst Lieut. H.3. Bobzien, pilot, and cnd Lt. J.P. Poole, observer, 
Lieut. Pool won first place in the flexible gan match and Lieut. Bobzien fin- 
ished just short of placing in a field of seventeen competitors in the two-seat- 
er fixed gun match. The personnel of this Post welcome back the victorious 
team and we are all justly proud of the manner in wnich theo 9lst was represented 
at the Matches, 

On Aug. 17th, 17 officers, 10 O-Z5A airplanes and one Y1-C transport of the 
9lst Observation Squacron in command of Capt. Kraus, departed from Crissy Field 
and proceeded to Salinas, Calif., to take purt in tue Field Sxercises over the 
Gigling Reservation, with the ground troops from the Fresidio of Monterey. 

Prior to the actual commencement of the ground exercises, the Squadron 
engaged itself in practice throuzh practically the entire range of observation 
missions and tactics, In this exercise with cround troops, all kinds of obser- 
vation missions were performed; Infantry liaison and contact, visual and photo- 
graphic reconnaissance, end cooperation with Artillery but no adjustment of 
fire; also many attack missions vere executed by our Squadron, which was split 
wp into a red and blue force, 

The excellent work of the 15th Photo Section greatly facilitated the suc- 
cess of photographic missions, 

The selection of the Rodeo Ground, near the flying field, for encempment, 
offered a touch of realism to the prcesaic aspects of simulated warfare. Once 
resigned to flies, however, the Sauadron established itself and endured quite 
happily the remaining days of the Exercises, which fortunately were tcrminated 
with no little commendatory comment. 
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